Report from Commission Staff
December 12, 2019
I. Administrative Updates


Request for Proposals (RFP) for Auditing Services
o Request for Proposals (RFP) for audit services will be issued in December 2019
to conduct the Commission’s annual financial and compliance audit, beginning
with FY19-20. Requesting bids for a 5-year period, continuing through the fiscal
year ending June 30, 2025.
 Proposals will be due on February 3, 2020.
 The contract is anticipated to be awarded in March 2020.



Proposition 10 Tax Distributions
o Proposition 10 tax distributions for July have just been released. Ventura County
received a total of $393,463, which is 7% of the budgeted revenue with 8% of the
year lapsed.
o In addition to actuals for July, First 5 California has provided estimates for August
and September distributions.
 When taking into account the state’s projection for Q1, the current rate of
decline for Ventura County is approximately 24% or $380,000 lower
compared to last year as of Q1.
 Efforts are underway at the state-level to obtain information from the
California Department of Tax and Fee Administration (CDTFA) to
determine the cause of the decrease.
o When budgeting for FY19-20 tobacco tax revenues, F5VC projected $5.5 million,
which is reflective of a 4% decrease applied to the prior year forecasted
revenues.
 Because actual revenues for FY18-19 came in higher than forecasted,
the impact of this decrease is somewhat mitigated.
 Additionally, while Ventura County’s birth rate continues to decline, our
proportion of statewide births increased slightly for FY19-20, which will
help offset the overall decrease experienced statewide.
o Distributions vary greatly from month to month and with actual revenue data for
only 8% of the year, it is too early to determine whether current and future
revenues will be impacted.
o Staff is closely monitoring monthly disbursements and will report back regularly.
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II. Update on Commission Initiatives


Neighborhoods for Learning
o First 5 Neighborhoods for Learning, Powered by Interface, began its second
cohort of PACT families in December 2019.
 324 families have enrolled in the PACT program at 13 NfL locations
across the County with 50% of families re-enrolling from the first cohort.



Help Me Grow Ventura County
o The article, “Developmental Screening- 3 before 3!,” written for CHDP VC by
F5VC Program Manager, Dr. Sharon Elmensdorp, will be republished by CHDP
San Francisco in their CHDP Highlights newsletter.
 This article was previously shared with the Commission in September
2019.



Census 2020
o F5VC received $13,500 from the Ventura County Community Foundation to
support educational outreach activities to the 0-5 hard to count population.
 Funds will be used to cover the cost of Census related materials, such as
flyers and “We Count” books.



Early Literacy
o Storytime at the Annex in November featured a Fall, Leaves, and Being Thankful
theme! More than 50 families attended and particularly appreciated the
opportunity to paint.
 Storytime will resume on January 29 in partnership with the Oxnard
Public Library.



Community Initiatives
o Funders Forum will resume in February 2020 with a look at United Way’s
homeless initiative.

III. County, Regional and National Updates


First 5 Association (F5AC)
o Staff attended the First 5 Association Summit earlier this week, working with First
5 Commissions from across the state to elevate collaborative capacity.
 Breakout sessions on the Census, Communications, and Help Me Grow
were particularly informative.



State Early Childhood Policy Council and Master Plan for Early Learning and Care
o Governor Gavin Newsom recently announced the selection of 20 diverse experts,
practitioners and parents to guide California’s efforts on Early Learning and Care.
 F5VC Commissioner and CSUCI Professor Dr. Carola Oliva-Olson was
selected as a member of the Early Childhood Policy Council (see
attached media).
o He also announced the creation of an Early Childhood Action Research Team to
develop a Master Plan for Early Learning and Care.



First 5 California (F5CA)
o F5CA is expected to release a Request for Applications for IMPACT 2020
Consortia and Regional Hubs later in December.
 The IMPACT term will be July 1, 2020 – June 30, 2023.
o IMPACT 2020 anticipated key concepts include:
 Focus on systems-level work to sustain and expand investments in early
learning and care settings serving infants and toddlers; family child care
homes; Family, Friend, and Neighbor care (FFN); and alternative settings
(e.g., family resource centers, libraries, home-visiting programs, etc.) as a
way to support children who would otherwise be underserved.
 Assist parents and families as their children’s first teachers by providing
them with information and resources they need to optimize their children’s
development and learning readiness, such as the importance of the
messages conveyed in Talk. Read. Sing.
 Ensure culturally and linguistically effective strategies to engage families
and children, including dual language learners, informed by the value of
equity.
 Prioritize investments to the early learning and care workforce to build
and/or reinforce competencies needed to support the unique needs of
each child and his/her family.
o IMPACT 2020 significant anticipated changes include:
 Focus on reaching underserved children and families by serving sites that
are not publicly funded for quality improvement. CSPP QRIS Block Grant
sites and Head Start programs will not be eligible for direct funding.
 Manage ratings and assessments at the state level instead of locally.
 Increased emphasis on quality improvement in alternative sites (e.g.
FRC’s, playgroups, etc.).
 Reduced amount of funds compared to current level of IMPACT funding.
o F5VC staff will work with partners and stakeholders on developing an application
once the RfA is available.

IV. Upcoming Events


First 5 Committees
o Administration/Finance Committee, January 10, 2020, 9:30 – 11:30 a.m.,
F5VC offices



2020 Child Health, Education and Care Summit
o Save the Date: February 3 – 5, 2020, Irvine



Advocacy Day
o Save the Date: Tuesday, April 21, 2020, Sacramento
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Governor Newsom Announces Early Childhood Policy Council and
a Team to Develop Master Plan for Early Learning and Care
Published: Nov 22, 2019
SACRAMENTO – Governor Gavin Newsom today announced the selection of diverse experts, practitioners and parents to
guide California’s efforts on early learning and care. The Governor today appointed 20 members of the state’s new Early Childhood
Policy Council and advisory committees, including national experts, practitioners, and parents. He also announced the creation of
an Early Childhood Action Research Team to develop a Master Plan for Early Learning and Care, which includes state and national
leaders in social impact, financing, policy, and equity issues.
“Every child in our state should have the resources and support they need to live happy and healthy lives,” said Governor Newsom.
“We are bringing together experts from diverse backgrounds to create a Master Plan for Early Learning and Care that will be rooted in
lifting up California’s children and families today, tomorrow and into the future.”
The Early Childhood Action Research Team will develop a comprehensive roadmap for California to accelerate the Governor’s goal of
providing universal preschool and action steps to increase access to affordable, high-quality child care that embraces the strengths
and meets the needs of parents and young children.
The Action Research Team will consist of social impact experts from respected organizations including Child Trends, RAND, WestEd,
Social Policy Research Associates, Parent Voices, Low-Income Investment Fund, American Institutes for Research, Stanford
University’s School of Education, and Neimand Collaborative. The Action Research Team will produce a report by October 1,
2020. The Health and Human Services Agency will oversee the Team’s work in collaboration with the State Board of Education, the
Department of Education and the Governor’s Office.
The Governor announced that the Early Childhood Policy Council will be chaired by California’s Surgeon General Dr. Nadine Burke
Harris.
The Governor also named 20 members to the Council today, including thought leaders from across the state in social services, child
care and child trauma. The Council will elevate the needs of young children and their families as well as advise the Governor,
Legislature and the Superintendent of Public Instruction on statewide early learning, care and overall development.
The Council will provide recommendations on all aspects of the state’s early childhood system, including support for the demographic,
geographic and economic diversity of the state’s children and families and ways the Master Plan for Early Learning and Care and the
Assembly Blue Ribbon Commission on Early Childhood Education’s final report can be updated and improved. It will hold at least four
public meetings per year and prepare a formal annual report.
The Governor invested an additional $2 billion in this year’s budget to ensure that all children in California have the critical foundation
they need for healthy development and learning in the earliest years. This down payment immediately expands California children’s
access to quality education and health care, funds a two-generation strategy that invests in parents so they can invest in their children,
and eases some of the financial pressures on parents to help them provide opportunities for their children and achieve economic
security for their families.
Early Childhood Policy Council Members
Nadine Burke Harris, 44, of San Francisco, has been appointed chair of the Early Childhood Policy Council. Burke Harris has been
Surgeon General of California since 2019. Burke Harris was founder and chief executive officer of the Center for Youth Wellness from
2011 to 2019. She was a pediatrician at the Bayview Child Health Center from 2007 to 2019. Burke Harris was medical director at the
California Pacific Medical Center from 2007 to 2011. She earned a Master of Public Health degree from the Harvard School of Public
Health and a Doctor of Medicine degree from the University of California, Davis School of Medicine. This position does not require
Senate confirmation and there is no compensation. Burke Harris is a Democrat.
Mayra E. Alvarez, 38, of Los Angeles, has been appointed to the Early Childhood Policy Council. Alvarez has been president of The
Children’s Partnership since 2015. She was director of the State Exchange Group for the Center for Consumer Information and
Insurance Oversight at the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services at the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services from
2014 to 2015. Alvarez was associate director of the Office of Minority Health at the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
from 2013 to 2014. She was director of public health policy in the Office of Health Reform at the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services from 2010 to 2013. Alvarez was a legislative assistant for U.S. Senator Richard J. Durbin from 2007 to 2010. She was a
legislative assistant for Congresswoman Hilda L. Solis from 2006 to 2007. Alvarez was a legislative fellow for U.S. Senator Barack
Obama from 2005 to 2006. She is a board member of the Food Research and Action Center, Alluma and the Coalition for Humane
Immigrant Rights Action Fund and a member of the Mental Health Services Oversight and Accountability Commission and California
First 5 Commission. Alvarez earned a Master of Health Administration degree from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. This
position does not require Senate confirmation and there is no compensation. Alvarez is a Democrat.
Kim Pattillo Brownson, 44, of Los Angeles, has been appointed to the Early Childhood Policy Council. Pattillo Brownson has been vice
president for policy and strategy at First 5 Los Angeles since 2016. She was managing director of policy and advocacy at the
Advancement Project from 2007 to 2016 and an attorney at the American Civil Liberties Union of Southern California from 2006 to
2007. She is a member of the State Board of Education. Pattillo Brownson earned a Juris Doctor degree from Yale Law School. This
position does not require Senate confirmation and there is no compensation. Pattillo Brownson is a Democrat.
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Yvette Sanchez Fuentes, 47, of San Luis Obispo, has been appointed to the Early Childhood Policy Council. Sanchez Fuentes has
been director of the Community Action Program for San Luis Obispo since 2018. She was deputy chief of public policy and research
for Child Care Aware of America from 2017 to 2018, policy director of Ascend at the Aspen Institute from 2016 to 2017 and an
independent consultant from 2015 to 2016. Sanchez Fuentes was director of the Office of Head Start at the U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services from 2009 to 2014, executive director of the National Migrant and Seasonal Head Start Association from 2006 to
2009 and an early childhood development consultant for the Education Development Center at the International Education Systems
Division from 2003 to 2006. She was a research coach for Zero to Three Literacy for the Learning and Life Project from 2004 to 2005,
director of Migrant and Seasonal Head Start Farmworkers Collaboration for the Education Development Center in 2003 and a head
start fellow for the National Head Start Fellowship Program at the Head Start Bureau in 2001. This position does not require Senate
confirmation and there is no compensation. Sanchez Fuentes is a Democrat.
Maria “Lupe” Jaime, 44, of Fresno, has been appointed to the Early Childhood Policy Council. Jaime has been senior director of early
care and education at the Fresno County Office of Education since 2018, where she was director from 2014 to 2018. She was deputy
director of the Central Valley Children’s Services Network from 2004 to 2014 and an hourly PITC specialist for West
Education/Partners for Quality Infant and Toddler Caregiving from 2009 to 2014. She was an adjunct child development instructor at
Reedley Community College from 2008 to 2014. She is a member of the National Association for the Education of Young Children,
California Child Development Administration Association, and the Child Care Local Planning Council. She is co-chair of the Fresno
State Dual Language Consortium. She is a former vice-chair for the California First 5 Commission. Jaime earned a Master of
Education degree in cross-cultural education from National University and holds a child development director’s permit. This position
does not require Senate confirmation and there is no compensation. Jaime is a Democrat.
Kimberley Johnson, 42, of Sacramento, has been appointed to the Early Childhood Policy Council. Johnson has been director of the
California Department of Social Services since 2019. She was deputy director for the Family Engagement and Empowerment Division
at the California Department of Social Services from 2018 to 2019, branch chief of CalWorks and Child Care from 2017 to 2018, and
branch chief of Child Care and Refugee Programs from 2015 to 2017. She was public policy director at the California Child Care
Resource and Referral Network from 2012 to 2015, manager of the early childhood mentor program at the City College of San
Francisco from 2009 to 2012, and director of programs and training for the parent services project from 2007 to 2010. Johnson was
program director for the Children’s Network of Solano County from 1999 to 2007. This position does not require Senate confirmation
and there is no compensation. Johnson is a Democrat.
Alicia Lieberman, 71, of Mill Valley, has been appointed to the Early Childhood Policy Council. Lieberman has been a professor at the
University of California, San Francisco since 1980. She was director of research for the NIMH Multiproblem Families Study from 1977
to 1980. She is a member of the SAMHSA National Child Traumatic Stress Network. Lieberman earned a Doctor of Philosophy degree
in psychology from the Johns Hopkins University. This position does not require Senate confirmation and there is no compensation.
Lieberman is registered without party preference.
Paula Merrigan, 51, of Castro Valley, has been appointed to the Early Childhood Policy Council. Merrigan has been a teacher at the
Castro Valley Unified School District since 2008. She is a member of the California Teachers Association. Merrigan earned a Master of
Education degree from California State University, East Bay. This position does not require Senate confirmation and there is no
compensation. Merrigan is a Democrat.
Scott Moore, 48, of Berkeley, has been appointed to the Early Childhood Policy Council. Moore has been chief executive officer of
Kidango since 2015. He was a senior fellow of the Goldman School of Public Policy at the University of California, Berkeley from 2014
to 2015, chief policy advisor for Early Edge California from 2007 to 2014 and executive director of the California Early Learning
Advisory Council from 2012 to 2013. Moore earned a Master of Business Administration degree in management from the Kellogg
School of Management at Northwestern University. This position does not require Senate confirmation and there is no compensation.
Moore is a Democrat.
Sarah Neville-Morgan, 50, of Davis, has been appointed to the Early Childhood Policy Council. Neville-Morgan has been
superintendent of public instruction for the Opportunities for All Branch at the California Department of Education since 2019. She was
director of the early learning and care division at the California Department of Education from 2017 to 2019. She was deputy director of
program management at First 5 California from 2013 to 2017 and from 2007 to 2010. Neville-Morgan was a child development
consultant at the California Department of Education from 2011 to 2013. She was deputy executive director of the California Early
Learning Advisory Council from 2010 to 2011. Neville-Morgan was a child development consultant from 2000 to 2007. She was an
academic child development specialist at the University of California, Davis Center for Child and Family Studies from 1994 to 2000.
This position does not require Senate confirmation and there is no compensation. Neville-Morgan is a Democrat.
Stephanie Myers, 49, of Carmichael, has been appointed to the Early Childhood Policy Council. Myers has been an education
programs consultant for the California Department of Education since 2012. She was a project associate for WestEd Center for
Prevention and Early Intervention from 2000 to 2012, a health educator for the Breast Cancer Early Detection Program from 1999 to
2000 and a tribal head start education coordinator for the California Rural Indian Health Board from 1993 to 1999. Myers earned a
Master of Education degree from California State University, Sacramento. This position does not require Senate confirmation and there
is no compensation. Myers is a Democrat.
Carola Oliva-Olson, 48, of Santa Barbara, has been appointed to the Early Childhood Policy Council. Oliva-Olson has been a
professor at California State University Channel Islands since 2012. She was an early learning specialist supporting Migrant and
Seasonal Head Start Programs from 2001 to 2003 and from 2009 to 2010. She is a member of the National Association for the
Education of Young Children. Oliva-Olson earned a Doctor of Education degree in special education, disabilities and at-risk studies
from the University of California, Santa Barbara and a Master of Arts degree in prekindergarten primary education from Barry
University. This position does not require Senate confirmation and there is no compensation. Oliva-Olson is a Democrat.
Cheryl Polk, 63, of San Francisco, has been appointed to the Early Childhood Policy Council. Polk has been president and chief
executive officer at HighScope Educational Research Foundation since 2013. She is a member of the American Psychological
Association, the Association of Black Psychologists and the National Association for the Education of Young Children. Polk earned a
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Doctor of Philosophy degree in psychology from the California School of Professional Psychology and a Master of Education degree in
school psychology from Georgia State University. This position does not require Senate confirmation and there is no compensation.
Polk is a Democrat.
Dean Tagawa, 53, of Alhambra, has been appointed to the Early Childhood Policy Council. Tagawa has been an executive director for
the Los Angeles Unified School District since 1996, where he has served in multiple positions since 1996, including director and
principal. He is a member of the Association of California School Administrators, the Alliance for Asian Pacific Administrators, and the
Multicultural Coalition. Tagawa earned a Doctor of Education degree in educational leadership from Liberty University and a Master of
Education degree in education administration from National University. This position does not require Senate confirmation and there is
no compensation. Tagawa is a Democrat.
Early Childhood Policy Council, Parent Subcommittee Members
Lissete Frausto, 28, of Oakland, has been appointed to the Early Childhood Policy Council, Parent Subcommittee. Frausto has been a
parent and community organizer for Kidango Child Care Center since 2018 and a medical biller for Optima Ophthalmic Medical
Associates since 2015. This position does not require Senate confirmation and there is no compensation. Frausto is registered without
party preference.
Mary Ignatius, 39, of San Francisco, has been appointed to the Early Childhood Policy Council, Parent Subcommittee. Ignatius has
been statewide organizer for Parent Voices CA since 2005. She earned a Master of Social Work degree from Temple University. This
position does not require Senate confirmation and there is no compensation. Ignatius is a Democrat.
Yenni Rivera, 39, of Los Angeles, has been appointed to the Early Childhood Policy Council, Parent Subcommittee. Rivera has been
outreach coordinator for People Assisting the Homeless since 2018. She was director of operations for the Masters Workshop from
2014 to 2019 and a sales manager for Marriott International from 2012 to 2013. Rivera is a member of the California Partnership to
End Domestic Violence and an ambassador for Parent Voices of California. This position does not require Senate confirmation and
there is no compensation. Rivera is registered without party preference.
Early Childhood Policy Council, Workforce Subcommittee Members
Miren Algorri, 45, of Chula Vista, has been appointed to the Early Childhood Policy Council, Workforce Subcommittee. Algorri has
been a child care provider for Algorri Family Childcare since 1996. She is a member of the San Diego Family Childcare Association
and California Family Childcare Network. This position does not require Senate confirmation and there is no compensation. Algorri is a
Democrat.
Virginia Eigen, 51, of San Jose, has been appointed to the Early Childhood Policy Council, Workforce Subcommittee. Eigen has been
a child development specialist for the Campbell Union School District since 2002. She is a member of the California Early Childhood
Mentor Program and the California School Employees Association Chapter 868. This position does not require Senate confirmation
and there is no compensation. Eigen is a Democrat.
Tonia McMillian, 60, of Bellflower, has been appointed to the Early Childhood Policy Council, Workforce Subcommittee. McMillian has
been a licensed child care provider since 1994 and owner of Kiddie Depot Family Child Care since 1996. She is an instructor for the
American Red Cross and a child care provider-organizer at SEIU Local 99. This position does not require Senate confirmation and
there is no compensation. McMillian is a Democrat.
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