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Report from Commission Staff
September 19, 2019

I. Administrative Updates
 State Controller’s Office (SCO) - Certification of Expanded Audit for FY 2017-18

o SCO has certified First 5 Ventura County’s FY 2017-18 annual audit conformed
with reporting standards.

 Commission’s FY 2018/19 Annual Audit
o The annual audit is underway. The pre-audit meeting with the

Administration/Finance Committee (established as the Commission’s “Audit
Committee”) to review the audit procedures with the auditors occurred on
September 6, 2019.

o The audit report will be presented first to the Administration/Finance Committee,
and subsequently to the Commission at the October meeting.

 Staffing Updates
o We are excited to welcome Dr. Sharon Elmensdorp as the Help Me Grow

Program Manager to the First 5 team. Sharon has been coordinating Help Me
Grow efforts in Ventura County since 2011 under a contract with the Landon
Pediatric Foundation.

 Under First 5’s umbrella, she’ll continue to provide leadership in building a
system for early identification and linkage to intervention by strengthening
partnerships between early childhood sectors such as Ventura County
Public Health, pediatric health care providers, early childhood education
settings, Early Start/regional center and many others who serve young
children and their families.

o We also bid a fond fare-well to Program Manager Alex Torres and wish him the
best for his future endeavors.

II. Update on Commission Initiatives
 Neighborhoods for Learning

o F5VC, in partnership with the Ventura Chamber of Commerce and ICFS, hosted
a Ribbon Cutting at the Ventura Neighborhood for Learning at Will Rogers
Elementary School. More than 40 community partners, business owners, and
representatives of local elected officials attended.

 Please join us at the next Ribbon Cutting on Thursday, October 3 at 4:45
p.m. at the Camarillo Neighborhood for Learning at Pleasant Valley
School of Engineering and Arts (550 Temple Ave, Camarillo).

 Countywide Preschool
o First 5 Ventura Funded Preschool Expansion

 In August, preschool funded partners came together to discuss the new
preschool family fee implementation and associated challenges.



 F5VC funded preschool partners are piloting a standardized,
mandatory sliding scale family fee schedule to collect a minimum
of 25% of the operating costs from parents above CA State
Preschool (CSPP) income thresholds.

 Participating preschools are experiencing lower than anticipated
enrollment, partially due to the required family fee. Other contributing
factors include a significant increase in the income eligibility threshold for
CSPP (from 70% State Median Income (SMI) to 85% SMI), families not
accessing services due to immigration fears, transitional kindergarten,
and generally fewer preschool aged children in VC.

 F5VC and funded partners are continuing to problem solve,
including potential changes to family fee structures and additional
outreach.

o Quality Rating & Improvement System (QRIS)
 F5CA’s 5-year, $190 million investment in IMPACT sunsets on June 30,

2020. IMPACT funds support the local implementation of Quality Counts
California (QCC), the statewide QRIS. In Ventura, IMPACT is
implemented by the Ventura County Office of Education.

 At their July meeting, the First 5 California Commission approved $103
million for IMPACT 2020, which will operate for three fiscal years- FY 20-
21 through FY 22-23.

 In an effort to expand IMPACT to all children, F5CA is
emphasizing investment in settings serving infants and toddlers,
family child care homes, family, friend, and neighbor
arrangements, and alternative settings.

 County allocations are currently unknown but we are expecting a
reduction of funds from the current IMPACT amount for Ventura
County.

 IMPACT 2020 will include funds for Regional Hub work. Regions
are being aligned with the California County Superintendents
Educational Services Association regions. This means that
IMPACT Hub Region 7 will be expanded to include Kern County.

 RFPs for IMPACT 2020 and the Regional Hub work are expected
to be released in the winter of 2020. First 5s will have the first right
of refusal.

 First 5 Association representatives and First 5 California staff are working
collaboratively to inform the RFP and to incorporate county input.

 Help Me Grow Ventura County (HMGVC):
o In partnership with Dr. Melissa Ruiz, a pediatrician at the Pediatric Diagnostic

Center, Dr. Sharon Elmensdorp supported a Quality Improvement (QI) project
through the VCMC Summer Scholars Program.

 The QI project, Screening for Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs),
took place over 8-weeks during the summer, culminating in a research
presentation given by the summer scholar, Anthony Lu, a student at
Cornell University.

 It focused on ACEs screening with an emphasis on orienting
parents to the tool and their comfort level in sharing ACEs
information with their pediatrician.



o In July 2019, in collaboration with VCPH-Children’s Health Promotion and
Interface, HMGVC trained the NfL PACT teachers on developmental screening
(ASQ-3 and ASQ:SE-2) as part of their summer training series.

o HMGVC was invited to write a series of articles for CHDP’s quarterly newsletter
on early identification of developmental and behavioral needs in the pediatric
setting.

 The first of these articles was published in the CHDP Highlights
newsletter in August 2019 titled “Developmental Screening- 3 before 3!”
(See attached).

 Visit http://www.vchca.org/chdp-highlights-provider-newsletter for full
newsletter.

 Early Literacy
o The “Storytime at the Annex” partnership with the Collection at Riverpark and

Oxnard Public Library continues to be highly successful.
 More than 70 young children attended in July.
 Children sing songs and hear books in English and Spanish, and

participate in crafts and sensory activities.

III. Community Initiatives
 Pritzker Children’s Initiative

o First 5 Ventura County submitted a Letter of Interest for a three year
Prenatal-to-Three Community Innovation Grant from the Pritzker Family
Foundation.

 The proposal outlines a partnership with the Ventura County Library
System to expand Parent and Child Together Classes at libraries
throughout the county through training, technical assistance, and
coaching of existing library staff.

 Invitations to submit a full proposal are expected in October.

 Community Outreach
o County Executive Officer Mike Powers included an update on First 5’s and other

local examples of early childhood investment during his State of the County
address to more than 200 local leaders.

o F5VC and Interface 2-1-1 partnered to distribute Neighborhood for Learning
information at Assemblymember Irwin’s Resource Fair and the Breastfeeding
Coalition’s World Breastfeeding Week Picnic.

o Interface 2-1-1 distributed the Care Cope Connect activity books at the Unite
Gathering dinner in July for survivors and families who lost someone at the
Borderline and Route 91 shooting incidents.
 The books were created in partnership with Sesame Street in

Communities and the F5AC to comfort and support kids during
community stress.

o F5VC is proud to support the 13th Annual StoryFest in Ventura on October 12.

 Census
o Staff presented on the importance of the Census to the Area Housing Authority,

with representatives from Thousand Oaks, Camarillo, Fillmore, and the County of
Ventura, and the Local Planning Council.



 Funders Forum
o The Funders Forum heard presentations from the Housing Trust Fund of Ventura

County and Cabrillo Economic Development Corporation regarding affordable
housing in Ventura County.
 Attendees discussed the importance of including childcare facilities in

affordable housing developments.

IV. County, Regional and National Updates
 First 5 Association (F5AC)

o During the July F5AC meeting, the Association defined the roles of the First 5
Commissions, F5 Association, F5CA, and F5 Network.

 The First 5 Network is a way of describing all of First 5 as it connects to
other partners (local, regional, statewide, and national).

 Staff also completed an exercise to narrow down more than 50 early
childhood development opportunity areas to 10 priority areas.

o The First 5 Center for Children’s Policy (Center) launched in August through
funding from Philanthropic sources

 The Center researches, then promotes, policies and best
practices to strengthen systems for children ages 0 to 5 in
California.

 F5VC supported the launch through social media
 See the Center attachment for additional details.

 Advocacy
o The legislative session concluded on Friday, September 13th. Key bills passed

and waiting for the Governor’s signature include
 AB 1004 (McCarty): The Association, First 5 LA, and Children

Now are co-sponsoring this bill to clarify that health care providers
must use a validated tool and adhere to the Bright Futures best
practices around developmental screenings. In negotiations with
DHCS, the bill was amended to align the reporting requirements
with reporting efforts currently underway with implementing the
Core Set of Children’s Health Care Quality Measures for Medicaid
and Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP).

 SB 436 (Hurtado): This bill defines "Family Resource Center" into
the Welfare and Institutions code of state statute. The First 5
Association worked with the CA Family Resource Center
Association (CFRA) on amendments to ensure the definition
reflected a broader family resiliency frame and encompassed
more than just non-profits that engage in this work. First 5 is
recognized in intent language of the bill as a key systems builder
of family resource centers.

 The First 5 Association’s Bill Tracker is attached.

 Noteworthy Media
o New Census Bureau annual reports on poverty, income, and health insurance

coverage.
 The data show resounding signs of trouble for our country's lowest-

income residents. Most alarmingly, the number of people with health
insurance dropped for the first time since 2009. And while poverty



continued a sluggish decline in 2018, poverty rates for children and young
adults remained unacceptably high, with troublingly large racial
disparities.

 See attached summary from CLASP

V. Upcoming Events

 Camarillo NfL Ribbon Cutting, October 3, 2019, 4:45 PM, Pleasant Valley School of
Engineering and Arts (550 Temple Ave, Camarillo).

o See attached event flyer

 First 5 Committees
o Administration/Finance Committee, October 11, 2019, 9:30 – 11:30 a.m., F5VC

offices

Anecdotes

Triple P
A single mom joined our group and stated that her child (4 years old) was biting and hitting other
children at her daycare. Mom received multiple calls about this issue and was in danger of
losing her place at the daycare due to the child’s behavior. Mother was concerned as this would
impact her ability to work and was very distraught. After the first week of group, mom started to
implement the strategies and reported a difference in the child. By week 4 mom reported that
her daughter “is a completely different child” and that she had not received any subsequent calls
from the daycare. Mom reported that due to taking the group she realized that her daughter
wanted to spend more time with her so mom made sure to incorporate quality time. Additionally,
mom utilized praise and shows her affection daily. Mom stated that the group has created an
opportunity for a great bond between her and her daughter.

VCPH- Regional Health Professionals
Providing education at the hospital baby & me groups over this past fiscal year allowed me the
opportunity to connect with many new parents and share the importance of developmental
screening & surveillance. In the last month, at both St. John’s parent & baby group and Simi
Valley Hospital’s breastfeeding café, I had a couple parents who had completed the
developmental screening online in attendance of my class and they were eager to share with
the other parents in the class what they found helpful about it. One mom shared with the group,
“I liked how some of the questions brought to my attention skills my child can do that I wouldn’t
have known he could do without filling out the questionnaire online. For example, on the 8-
month questionnaire it asked if my baby tries to pick up a crumb or cheerio by using his thumb
and fingers. Once I let him try he did it. I was so proud of him! I did not know he could do that
and now I will give him the opportunity to continue to do that.” After the mother shared this I
thanked her for providing that feedback and was able to use her example to highlight to the
group that completing a developmental screening is a wonderful way to see your child’s
strengths and abilities and celebrate milestones. I appreciated her comments as I felt they
helped portray developmental screenings in a very positive light.



Early Literacy

Storytime at the Annex

Local Police Officers participate in the “Community Helpers” themed event.



Partnership with Local Girls Scouts

Girl Scouts built a book chest and collected books for our NfLs!



 

First 5 VC and ICFS announce Neighborhoods for Learning locations   

(VENTURA, CA) ––  July 10, 2019 ––  First 5 Ventura County (F5VC) is pleased to join Interface 
Children & Family Services (ICFS) in announcing 13 Neighborhoods for Learning (NfL) locations 
scheduled to open in late August. Services will be provided across the county with locations in 
Camarillo, Fillmore, Moorpark, Oxnard, Port Hueneme, Santa Paula, Simi Valley, Thousand Oaks, and 
Ventura. The sites will help provide essential learning opportunities and services for Ventura County’s 
nearly 60,000 children prenatal – 5 and their families. 
 
This announcement marks another milestone achieved as part of F5VC’s newly redesigned NfL model. 
First 5 Ventura County will be investing $2.9 million annually in the First 5 Neighborhoods for Learning, 
powered by Interface, with classes beginning in late August and early September 2019.  
 
“We are committed to continue delivering Parent and Child Together (PACT) Classes and family 
support services throughout the county and in neighborhoods where our most vulnerable families and 
young children reside,” said First 5 Ventura County Executive Director Petra Puls. “Together with ICFS, 
we have thoroughly reviewed and selected 13 easily accessible locations to serve as neighborhood 
hubs for early learning and family support services. Many of the sites are in familiar locations, like 
schools.”  
 
The centrally located NfL locations will offer programs including Parent and Child Together (PACT) 
classes to help parents and caregivers enhance their knowledge of child development and positive 
parenting practices to support their children’s learning and development.  Parent education classes 
provide a venue for parents to connect with peers and benefit from social support. Families will also 
have access to developmental screenings, assistance with care coordination and referral to services 
such as housing, dental, and Cal Fresh programs.  
 
"We're excited to partner with F5VC in establishing these prime NfL locations,” said Interface Executive 
Director Erik Sternad. “The carefully selected NfL sites will allow us to work collaboratively to ensure 
our Ventura County children and families are served in the best and most cost-effective manner 
possible.” 
 
The award winning First 5 Neighborhoods for Learning were founded nearly 20 years ago with the 
understanding that parents and caregivers are the foundation of children's well-being and healthy 
development. Years of research confirms that a child’s brain develops faster from birth to age three 
than at any other later period in life, building the foundation for a child's future learning, behavior, and 
health. “A child’s experiences in the first three years are the bricks and mortar of brain development, 
which is why we’ve updated the NfL model and placed an even greater emphasis on PACT classes” 
remarked Elizabeth Majestic, Pritzker Fellow and First 5 Director of Neighborhoods for Learning. 
 
“To help us best serve the families with young children, F5VC and ICFS will be hosting a series of local 
open house events in early August offering opportunities for parents to enroll in classes and engage 
with the community,” said Puls. “We hope our neighbors will come out and explore all we have to offer 
and meet our NfL staff.” 

coordinator
TextBox
13



 The first of these events will be on Tuesday, August 13  from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Justin Early 
Learner Academy in Simi Valley and Sespe Elementary in Fillmore. All those interested in joining the 
F5VC and ICFS family to learn more about classes and programs are encouraged to drop by.  
 
Additional locations will be announced in the next few weeks. To view a current list of locations and 
open house opportunities, please visit www.First5Ventura.org  

About First 5 Ventura County 

Research shows that a child’s brain develops most dramatically in the first five years and what parents 

and caregivers do during these years to support their child’s growth will have a significant impact 

throughout life. Based on this research, First 5 Ventura County was created by voters in 1998 to invest 

Ventura County’s allocation of funds from California’s voter-approved Proposition 10 tax 50 cents-per-

pack tax on tobacco. F5VC invests these revenues in programs and services for children prenatal - 5 

that support children’s health, early learning, and strong families, including our nationally recognized 

Neighborhoods for Learning (NfLs).  

First 5 Ventura County knows that improving the life trajectory of our youngest children will not be the 

product of Prop 10 funds alone, which now average $160 per child under the age of 5 in each county. 

Changing systems and policies to prioritize children at the earliest moments in their lives is what’s 

required to help all children have the best start possible in life.  

About Interface Children & Family Services 

Interface is Ventura County’s leading nonprofit social services agency, providing free, proven, and 

responsive services to address the complex physical and emotional needs of 59,000 local clients every 

year. Its 30 programs utilize 10 evidence-based practices to serve children, teens, adults and families 

who are typically low-income and struggling with poverty, domestic violence, human trafficking, 

homelessness, incarceration, child abuse, neglect and abandonment. Interface also connects 150,000 

clients per year to a vast network of health and human services in 19 counties through its 2-1-1 

Information and Referral program. 

 Interface’s core program areas are Mental Health and Trauma Treatment, Domestic Violence 

Intervention and Child Abuse Prevention, Youth Crisis and Homeless Services, Human Trafficking 

Intervention, Reentry Services, Early Childhood Family Development, and 2-1-1 information and 

referral. The agency has pioneered several programs including launching California’s first 2-1-1 call 

center, initiated Ventura County’s Pay for Success Program, and was one of the first agencies in the 

state to open a domestic violence shelter. Recently, Interface opened the only human trafficking shelter 

for adults, and is the only provider of child abuse treatment in the region. The agency operates out of 

five main locations including Camarillo, Moorpark, Oxnard, Santa Paula and Thousand Oaks, and soon, 

will be providing early education and parent support at an additional thirteen First 5 Neighborhoods for 

Learning Powered by Interface sites. For more information, please contact Catherine L. Kort at 

ckort@icfs.org or (805) 206-8663. 

http://exactrelease.org/first-5-ventura-county-and-int-link-1214632.html 

 

http://www.first5ventura.org/
http://exactrelease.org/first-5-ventura-county-and-int-link-1214632.html




N  L OPEN HOUSE

KEEP INFORMED!
On the latest updates

Visit www.first5ventura.org/updates
Or text NfLUpdate to 898211

YOU’RE INVITED 
to an Open House 

at your local First 5 Neighborhood for Learning, 
Powered by Interface

Tour the classroom, meet the teachers, and learn more about our services. 
See back for details. Enroll today! 



Camarillo
Pleasant Valley SEA (550 Temple Ave, Camarillo)
• Classes Begin: August 28
• Class Days: Mondays and Wednesdays

Fillmore
Sespe Elementary (627 Sespe Ave, Fillmore)
• Classes Begin: August 26
• Class Days: Tuesdays and Thursdays

Moorpark
Ruben Castro Center (612 B Spring Street, Moorpark)
• Classes Begin: August 26
• Class Days: Mondays and Wednesdays

Oxnard
La Escuelita CDC (1500 Camino Del Sol, Oxnard)
• Classes Monday and Wednesday 

Harrington Elementary (451 East Olive St, Oxnard 
• Classes Begin: August 28
• Classes Tuesday and Thursday 

Mar Vista Elementary (2382 Etting Rd, Oxnard)
• Open House: September 3
• Classes Begin: September 5
• Class Days: Tuesdays and Thursdays

Rio Plaza Elementary (3300 Cortez Street, Oxnard)
• Open House: August 26
• Classes Begin: August 28
• Class Days: Mondays and Wednesdays

Port Hueneme
Julien Hathaway Elementary (405 E Dollie St, Oxnard)
• Open House: August 26
• Classes Begin: August 28
• Class Days: Mondays and Wednesdays

Santa Paula
Church Sanctuary (217 N. 10th Street, Santa Paula)
• Open House: September 5
• Class Days: Tuesdays and Thursdays

Simi Valley
Justin Early Learners Academy (2245 N Justin Ave, 
Simi Valley)

• Classes Begin: August 22

• Class Days: Tuesdays and Thursdays

Thousand Oaks
University Early Childhood Center at University 

Elementary (2801 Atlas Ave, Thousand Oaks)

• Classes Begin: August 22

• Class Days: Tuesdays and Thursdays

Ventura
Sheridan Way Elementary (573 Sheridan Way, Ventura)
• Open House: August 23
• Classes Begin: August 26
• Class Days: Mondays and Wednesdays

Will Rogers Elementary (316 Howard St, Ventura)
• Open House: August 23
• Classes Begin: August 26
• Class Days: Mondays and Wednesdays

N  L LOCATIONS AND DETAILS
Open Houses will be held from 9 AM to 3 PM on the dates listed 

Now Enrolling in PACT Classes!
Call for more information:

East County (805) 638-7868
Oxnard Plains (805) 512-0220
West County (805) 340-9608

Or email us at nfl@icfs.org
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All children deserve a healthy start. Like assessing vitals, checking on early development during a well-child visit 
supports a child’s wellbeing. The early years provide an incredible opportunity to help children build a strong 
foundation and grow to their full potential. But we know that some children need a little extra help. Fifteen percent 
of all children have at least 1 developmental delay, but only about 1/5 of those children receive early intervention 
before the age of 3.¹ Developmental screening helps by providing a blueprint for early development. This blueprint 
highlights ways to support developmental skills and also gives children access to early intervention when it’s 
needed. 

Developmental Surveillance & Screening: A Great Partnership 

As recommended by the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP), developmental surveillance should happen at 
every preventative visit. This includes: asking about parental concerns, obtaining a developmental history, and 
making informative observations of children.² Developmental screening, the use of standardized, validated tools at 
specific well-child visits, strengthens developmental monitoring by accurately identifying areas of strength and 
concern.³The Bright Futures/ AAP periodicity schedule and the CHDP Health Assessment Guideline #10 recommend 
a general developmental screening at 9 months, 18 months, and 30 months. 

The ASQ-3 and the PEDS: Tools for the Developmental Toolbox 

Parent-completed questionnaires have become the vanguard of screening tools as they allow for simple 
administration and implementation, especially in busy practice settings. Two such tools that are recommended by 
the AAP include the Ages and Stages Questionnaires, Third Edition (ASQ-3) and the Parents’ Evaluation of 
Developmental Status (PEDS). Both tools are supported locally by CHDP and Help Me Grow Ventura County. Some 
basic information about each tool is provided below.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information or technical assistance, contact CHDP at (805) 981-5291 or 
CHDPadministration@ventura.org.     

Additional Resources:  

 Screening Technical Assistance Resource (STAR) Center (https://bit.ly/AAPSTARCenter)   
 Help Me Grow VC (www.helpmegrowvc.org) 
 First 5 Ventura County (www.first5ventura.org) 

References:    
1. Vitrikas K, Savard D, and Bucaj M. (2017). Developmental Delay: When and How to Screen. American 

Family Physician. 96(1):36-43 
2. Committee on Children with Disabilities (2001). Developmental Surveillance and Screening of Infants     

and Young Children. Pediatrics. 108: 192-196 
3. American Academy of Pediatrics (2017). Bright Futures Guidelines for Health Supervision of Infants, 

Children, and Adolescents, 4th Edition.  

Developmental Screening- 3 before 3! 

CHDP Highlights                       August 2019 

ASQ-3 PEDS 

No. of Questions: 30 (closed-ended) 

Validation Notes: Sensitivity = 86%, Specificity = 85% 

Parent Completion Time: 10-15 min 

Scoring Time: 2-5 min 

Languages: English, Spanish, and more 

Literacy Level: 4th – 6th grade 

No. of Questions: 10 (open-ended) 

Validation Notes: Sensitivity = 86%, Specificity = 83% 

Parent Completion Time: 5-8 min 

Scoring Time: 2-5 min 

Languages: English, Spanish, and more 

Literacy Level: 4th- 5th grade 



first5center.org

We insist on putting little kids first.

The First 5 Center for Children’s Policy 
researches, then promotes, policies 
and best practices to strengthen 
systems for children ages 0 to 5 in 
California. 

Drawing from the assets, 
experiences, and expertise of the 
58 First 5 commissions around the 
state and the First 5 Association, the 
Center offers:

• A unique research voice 
with real connections to on-
the-ground experience in 
family strengthening, healthy 
development, early intervention, 
early learning, and more

• Expertise in communicating 
complex ideas to policymakers, 
thought leaders, and the general 
public

• Statewide convenings with 
experts inside and outside 
the early childhood space to 
brainstorm and plan for policy and 
systems change

CURRENT PROJECTS

 » California’s lead for the Pritzker 
Children’s Initiative, a national 
effort to identify solutions 
to support the health and 
development of at-risk infants 
and toddlers

 » All Together Now: A statewide 
communications campaign to 
encourage government leaders to 
prioritize young kids in policy and 
budget decisions 

The First 5 Center is a 501(c)(3) supported by 
philanthropic  and other funding sources. It is a 
project of the California Children and Families 
Foundation, the sister organization of First 5 
Association of California, and shares an executive 
board and executive director with the Association.

For more information, contact Managing Director Sarah Crow: sarah@first5center.org

https://first5center.org
mailto:sarah%40first5center.org?subject=
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2019 First 5 Association Bill Tracker 
Updated: September 16, 2019 
Questions? Contact Margot Grant Gould at margot@first5association.org or 510.227.6968. 

 
Family Resiliency     

Bill Number Author Description Position Status 

SB 135 Jackson (D-Santa 
Barbara) 

Paid Family Leave 
Current law prohibits an employer with 50 or more employees in a 75 -
mile radius to refuse to grant an employee a request to take up to 12 
weeks of unpaid leave for family care and medical leave if the employee 
worked 1,250 hours in the prior 12 months. Current law includes within 
“family care and medical leave” the birth, adoption, or foster care 
placement of a child and the serious health condition of the employee’s 
child, parent, or spouse. This bill would expand the scope of those 
provisions to instead prohibit an employer with 5 or more employees to 
refuse to grant an employee a request to take up to 12 weeks of unpaid 
leave for family care and medical leave if the employee had 180 days of 
service with the employer.  
 
Sponsored by Legal Aid at Work, CA Work & Family Coalition &  First 5 
CA  

Support Held on Senate Floor  

AB 1593 Reyes (D-San 
Bernardino) 

Personal Income Taxes: earned income credit 

This bill would require the taxpayer and the qualifying child to have a 
social security number or a federal individual taxpayer identification 
number in order to be eligible for the earned income tax credit. 

Support Held in Senate 
Governance & Finance 

SB 436 Hurtado (D-Fresno) Family Resource Centers  
This bill would also require the Office of Child Abuse and Prevention to 
coordinate and share best practices implemented by family resource 
centers. The bill would define a “family resource center” is into statute. 
First 5 commission are also named are critical partners in intent 
language.  

Support Governor’s Desk  

mailto:margot@first5association.org
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SB 464 Mitchell (D-LA) CA Dignity in Pregnancy & Childbirth Act 
This bill would make legislative findings relating to implicit bias and 
racial disparities in maternal mortality rates. The bill would require a 
hospital that provides perinatal care, and an alternative birth center or a 
primary clinic that provides services as an alternative birth center, to 
implement an implicit bias program, as specified, for all health care 
providers involved in perinatal care of patients within those facilities. 
The bill would require the health care provider to complete initial basic 
training through the program and a refresher course every 2 years 
thereafter, or on a more frequent basis if deemed necessary by the 
facility. This bill contains other related provisions and other existing 
laws. 

Support  Governor’s Desk 

ACR 1  Bonta (D-Alameda) Immigration: public charges  

This measure would condemn regulations proposed by the Department 
of Homeland Security to prescribe how a determination of an alien’s 
inadmissability is made based on the likelihood that the alien will 
become a public charge. This measure would also urge the federal 
government to reconsider and roll back the proposed regulations. 

Support Governor’s Desk 

Comprehensive Health & Development 

AB 1004  McCarty (D– 
Sacramento) 

Medi-Cal: Developmental screenings 
 
Would require, consistent with federal law, that screening services 
provided as an EPSDT benefit include developmental screening 
services for individuals zero to 3 years of age, inclusive. The bill would 
require the department to ensure a Medi-Cal managed care plan’s 
ability and readiness to perform these developmental screening 
services, and would require the department to adjust a Medi-Cal 
managed care plan’s capitation rate, as specified. Until July 1, 2023, the 
bill would require an external quality review organization entity to 
annually review, survey, and report on managed care plan reporting 
and compliance with specified developmental screening tools and 
schedules. 
 
Sponsored by First 5 Association, First 5 LA, Children Now  

Support; Co-Sponsor Governor’s Desk 
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AB 898  Wicks (D-Berkeley) Early and Periodic Screening Diagnosis, and Treatment services: 
behavioral health 
Currently, less than 5 percent of eligible children receive mental health 
services under the Medi-Cal program, and fewer than 3 percent receive 
ongoing clinical treatment. These estimates do not account for the 
children whose behavioral health needs diverge from strict diagnostic 
criteria required under EPSDT, many of which affect so many low-
income children.  
  
This bill would create the Children's Behavioral Health Action Team to 
identify strategies and ways to connect children to critical behavioral 
health and EPSDT services. The First 5 Association or a designee is 
named as one of the 30 stakeholders in this group.   
  
The bill is sponsored by the California Children's Trust.   
 

Support  Held in Senate 
Appropriations, two-
year bill  

AB 526  Petrie-Norris (D-
Laguna Beach) 

Medi-Cal: California Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for 
Women, Infants, and Children. 
 
Currently, an estimated 120,000 kids, infants, and pregnant women are 
enrolled in WIC, but do not receive Medi-Cal benefits, despite eligibility.  
This bill will establish an expedited pathway for Medi-Cal enrollment 
based on existing information obtained through WIC. If a WIC applicant 
does not show Medi-Cal enrollment based on a query to the Medi-Cal 
database (MEDS), the applicant could initiate Express Lane Eligibility 
enrollment for Medi-Cal using the WIC eligibility findings. 
 
The bill is co-sponsored by: Children Now, The Children's Partnership, 
Children's Defense Fund, and March of Dimes.  

Support  Held in Senate 
Appropriations  

Quality Early Learning 

AB 124 
 

McCarty (D- 
Sacramento) 

Childcare: local planning councils:  
This bill requires local childcare and development planning councils 
(LPCs) to provide information to cities and counties regarding facility 
needs for early childhood education.  

Support in old form  This bill was gut and 
amended. The Prek 
facilities bond is  part 
of the PreK-
Community Colleges 
Facilities bond. 
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AB 125 
 
 

McCarty (D– 
Sacramento 

Early Childhood Education: reimbursement rates 
This bill would provide that it is the intent of the Legislature to enact 
legislation that would establish a single regionalized state 
reimbursement rate system for childcare, preschool, and early learning 
services that would achieve specified objectives.  
 
Sponsored by First 5 CA, CCRC, and EveryChild CA   

Support Senate Appropriations  
 

AB 194 Reyes (D-San 
Bernardino) 

Childcare and development services 
Would state the intent of the Legislature to enact legislation to 
appropriate $1,000,000,000 to immediately improve access to 
alternative payment programs and general childcare and development 
programs 

Support Held in Asm 
Appropriations;  
 
Additional funding for 
child care slots 
working through 
budget process  

AB 197 Weber (D-San Diego) Full-day Kindergarten  
 
Would require, commencing with the 2022–23 school year, schools in 
school districts offering kindergarten and charter schools serving pupils 
in early primary grades to implement a full-day kindergarten program, 
thereby imposing a state-mandated local program. The bill would 
provide that a minimum school day for full-day kindergarten is the same 
number of minutes per school day that is offered to pupils in 1st grade. 

Support Governor’s Desk 

AB 324  Aguiar-Curry 
(D-Winters) 

Childcare services: state subsidized childcare: professional support 
stipends 
 
The bill revamps the AB 212 stipend program for subsidized childcare 
professional development. This bill would require CDE to develop 
guidelines for the use of these professional support stipends, with the 
goal of creating guidelines that create a standardized, effective, and 
measurable funding program, while still allowing for local flexibility. AB 
324 would also expand the availability of professional support stipends 
to all qualified child care providers who work directly with children who 
receive state-subsidized child care services.  
 
This bill is sponsored by First 5 CA. 
 
 

Support  Held in Senate 
Appropriations  
 
Bill language adopted 
in trailer bill around 
$195 million for one-
time Professional 
Development Funding. 
Bill still applicable to 
current AB 212 
stipends.  
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AB 452 Mullin  
(D-South San 
Francisco) 

Childcare, facilities: grants 
 

Current law requires that a local educational agency or a contracting 
agency using facilities purchased by the use of funds from the Child 
Care Facilities Revolving Fund be charged a leasing fee, as provided, 
over a 10-year period. Current law requires title to be transferred from 
the State of California to the local educational agency or contracting 
agency upon full repayment of the purchase and relocation costs. 
Current law requires the Superintendent to deposit all revenue derived 
from the lease payments or renovation or repair loan repayments into 
the Child Care Facilities Revolving Fund. This bill would repeal that loan 
program, except as provided, and would require all moneys in the Child 
Care Facilities Revolving Fund as of December 31, 2019, to be 
transferred to the California Childcare Facilities Grant Fund, which 
would be established by this bill to fund a grant program administered 
by the State Department of Education. 
 

Support Held in Assembly 
Education  
 
Passed via budget 
surrounding one-time 
ECE Facilities monies.  

SB 174 Leyva (D-Chino) Early Childhood Education: reimbursement rates 
 
This bill would provide that it is the intent of the Legislature to enact 
legislation that would establish a single regionalized state 
reimbursement rate system for childcare, preschool, and early learning 
services that would achieve specified objectives.  
 
Sponsored by First 5 CA, CCRC, and EveryChild CA   

Support  Assembly 
Appropriations   
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Latest Poverty Data: Children’s Health
Insurance Down, Families’ Economic Security
at Risk
The following statement can be attributed to Olivia Golden, executive director of the Center for Law

and Social Policy (CLASP)

Washington, DC, September 10, 2019— The headline from today’s U.S. Census Bureau reports [1]

on poverty and health insurance is the decline in children’s health insurance coverage, breaking a
decades-long trend of improvement, with 4.3 million children under age 19 uninsured (5.5 percent),
up from 3.9 million (5 percent) in 2017. The data on poverty, which show an overall 2018 poverty
rate of 11.8 percent, reveal modest improvement from 2017 in the official poverty rate for children
but no improvement at all in the Census Bureau’s more complete child poverty rate, known as the
Supplemental Poverty Measure, which includes non-cash help like food assistance. The picture
would be far worse if many of the Trump Administration’s threats to health coverage, nutrition
assistance, and families’ economic stability had not been defeated in Congress and the states.

Today’s Census data also likely show early evidence of the effects of one major threat that has not
yet been defeated: the Trump Administration’s “public charge” rule that takes effect on October 15
unless it is stopped in court. The rule is already having a chilling effect on immigrants who are afraid
to use benefits, even for their citizen children who are eligible and not covered by the rule. The
sharp decline found by the Census in children’s health coverage, including a significant increase
among Hispanic children, adds to other evidence that the rule is affecting children’s health coverage
and poses risks for the nation’s future and our communities’ public health.

The data affirm—once again—that young people are the most likely to be poor, which has harmful
and enduring consequences. Young adults age 18 to 24 face a poverty rate of 15.0 percent, while
children under 18 face a rate of 16.2 percent. The picture for young children under age 5 is
particularly bleak, with 17.7 percent living in poverty. The data also continue to show the effects of
systemic racism on the economic security of children of color, with 23.7 percent of Hispanic children
and 29.5 percent of Black children living in poverty.

The data underscore the important role of major public programs in attacking poverty. In 2018,
SNAP lifted 1.3 million children out of poverty, and refundable tax credits did the same for 4.2 million
children.

Yet all these positive policies are under attack. As a result, unfortunately, child poverty as well as
racial and ethnic disparities could get significantly worse as the Trump Administration continues to
radically change policies and programs. In addition to the public charge rule and other attacks on
immigrant families, the administration’s larger regulatory agenda to reduce access to food, housing,
and health insurance, along with rollbacks on civil rights protections and racial justice policies, stand
to deeply harm the wellbeing of people with low incomes—particularly children—and exacerbate the
systemic racism that contributes to disparate rates of poverty.

CLASP calls on policymakers to strengthen—not weaken—the core health, nutrition, housing, and
economic security programs that help millions of children; address the circumstance of millions of

https://www.clasp.org/
https://www.clasp.org/
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-kits/2019/income-poverty.html
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low-wage earners; confront racial injustice; and remove systemic barriers that block access to
economic security for millions of individuals and children.

On Wednesday, September 11, CLASP will publish a deeper analysis of today’s census reports
along with policy recommendations.

 

Source URL: https://www.clasp.org/press-room/press-releases/latest-poverty-data-children-s-health-insurance-down-
families-economic

Links
[1] https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-kits/2019/income-poverty.html
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First 5 California’s Talk. Read. Sing.® Campaign Proves Effective With 
California Families 

 
 
Sacramento – A new study and health policy brief from the UCLA Center for Health 
Policy Research (CHPR), affirmed the reach and impact of First 5 California’s Talk. 
Read. Sing. social marketing campaign. The UCLA CHPR is one of the nation's leading 
health policy research centers and the premier source of health policy information for 
California.  
 
The health policy brief, titled “Parental Reading and Singing to California’s Young 
Children – Trends, Predictors, and Association with the Talk. Read. Sing.

 

Campaign” 
indicates nearly 90 percent of parents read and sing to their children three times or 
more per week. The health policy brief also reports 87 percent of parents of children 
birth through 5 years of age recognize the messages of the Talk. Read. Sing. campaign.  
 
“Parents are getting the message: talking, reading, and singing with their babies is 
critical for the babies’ future learning,” said Camille Maben, Executive Director of First 5 
California. “Beyond bonding with their babies and building their social and emotional 
well-being, these activities, long-term, are associated with children who are better 
prepared for school and life.” 
 
Launched in 2014, the Talk. Read. Sing. campaign promotes and encourages the 
engagement of parents and caregivers to talk, read, and sing with their babies from 
birth. Brain science confirms babies learn from day one and build billions of neural 
connections by stimulating their brains through experiences, such as talking, reading, 
and singing with them. These simple and free activities build and promote these 
connections, increasing brain capacity in children. By age 5, a child’s brain achieves 
approximately 90 percent of its lifetime growth.  
 
“The data show that the Talk. Read. Sing. campaign has achieved a high degree of 
recognition by most California families with children ages 0 to 5,” said the study’s lead 
researcher, Suzanne Ryan-Ibarra, PhD, MPH, adding, “The research also revealed that 
foreign-born families, or those who are Spanish-speaking, are less likely to read or sing 
to their children.”  

 

- More - 

 



 

 

- Page 2 - 
 
 
“First 5 California will continue to promote and encourage the joy and benefits of 
parents talking, reading, and singing to their babies,” said Ms. Maben. “While this study 
demonstrates the success of our campaign, we will use the research to better focus 
additional outreach to underrepresented communities as all children deserve a chance 
to thrive,” added Ms. Maben.  
 
The study was developed using 2005–2016 data from the California Health Interview 
Survey (CHIS) www.chis.ucla.edu for children ages 0 to 5. First 5 California is a funder 
of the CHIS.  
 
The health policy brief is available at the UCLA Center for Health Policy Research 
website at www.healthpolicy.ucla.edu. 
 
 

### 
 
 

About First 5 California 
First 5 California was established in 1998 when voters passed Proposition 10, which taxes tobacco 
products to fund services for children ages 0 to 5 and their families. First 5 California programs and 
resources are designed to educate and support teachers, parents, and caregivers in the critical role they 
play during a child's first five years – to help California kids receive the best possible start in life and 
thrive. For more information, please visit www.ccfc.ca.gov. 
 

http://www.chis.ucla.edu/
http://www.healthpolicy.ucla.edu/
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ccfc.ca.gov&esheet=51492216&newsitemid=20170110006467&lan=en-US&anchor=www.ccfc.ca.gov&index=1&md5=1174f6e84b2c7040267fcc1896e86b2e
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First 5 California State Commission Approves $103 Million for 
IMPACT 2020 to Improve the Quality of Early Learning and Care 

   

SACRAMENTO – On July 25, 2019, the First 5 California Commission approved $103 
million for IMPACT 2020, a renewed commitment to the innovative First 5 IMPACT 
(Improve and Maximize Programs so All Children Thrive) approach, which partners 
First 5 California and local First 5 county commissions with the state’s Quality Counts 
California (QCC) system.  

QCC is the state’s professional development and support system for early learning and 
care professionals and was developed to increase children’s access to high-quality 
early learning and care programs. 

“The Commission’s investment in IMPACT 2020 is an investment in the heart of 
California’s child care system—our children and our teachers,” said Camille Maben, 
Executive Director of First 5 California. “The early brain science behind our Talk. Read. 
Sing.® campaign now proves what our hearts have always known—high-quality 
interactions and care between providers and children shape strong futures for us all.” 

As First 5 California’s five-year, $190 million investment in First 5 IMPACT sunsets in 
June 2020, First 5 California requested the Commission make a catalytic and 
transitional investment in IMPACT 2020 to achieve the following goals: 

• Strengthen Adult-child Interactions 
• Engage Parents and Families 
• Expand Access to Quality Childcare for our Most Vulnerable Children and 

Providers 
• Support Workforce and Ensure Data-driven Continuous Quality Improvement 
• Implement Sustainable Systems at Scale 

The First 5 California Commission hopes IMPACT 2020 will meet the commitment of the 
Newsom Administration and legislative leadership to expand high-quality early learning 
and care experiences, while building on and strengthening collaborative partnerships 
with other state agencies. 

 

- More - 



 

 

- Page 2 - 

 

IMPACT 2020 will operate for three fiscal years, 2020–21 through 2022–23. This 
timeframe will serve as a transitional period for First 5 California and First 5 county 
commissions as the state’s role in quality improvement and workforce support grows, 
and the Governor’s master plan for early learning and care takes place.  

To find out more about California’s early learning and care system, visit 
www.qualitycountsca.net. 
 

### 
 
About First 5 California 
First 5 California was established in 1998 when voters passed Proposition 10, which taxes 
tobacco products to fund services for children ages 0 to 5 and their families. First 5 California 
programs and resources are designed to educate and support teachers, parents, and caregivers 
in the critical role they play during a child's first five years – to help California kids receive the 
best possible start in life and thrive. For more information, please visit www.ccfc.ca.gov. 

http://www.qualitycountsca.net/
http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ccfc.ca.gov&esheet=51492216&newsitemid=20170110006467&lan=en-US&anchor=www.ccfc.ca.gov&index=1&md5=1174f6e84b2c7040267fcc1896e86b2e
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Leading California Early Childhood Advocates Oppose 
Trump Administration’s “Public Charge” Rule 

Ruling Creates Dire Future for Families As They Are Denied Access to Critical
Health Care, Housing and Nutrition Services

 
Los Angeles, CA -- First 5 Association of California, First 5 California, and First
5 LA today joined major California leaders including Governor Gavin Newsomin
opposing the Trump Administration’s “public charge” rule expansion, which will
allow immigration officials the ability to deny a green card to immigrant
applicants if they are in receipt of certain public benefits that are intended to
help individuals, families, and communities meet basic living needs. Today’s
announcement reflects the Trump Administration’s continued pattern of assault
on the well-being of immigrant families. 
 
The finalized rule now enters it’s 60-day review period prior to becoming
effective. This comes after 260,000 public comments were submitted to the
Federal Register in response to the proposed rule in September 2018. Since
last fall, when the Administration released their proposal, the First 5s expressed
their strong opposition to this proposed change, and have educated early
childhood partners and government officials on how the public charge
expansion would adversely affect children and families throughout California. 
 
Under the final regulation, public benefits that may be considered in a public
charge determination include: Medicaid (excluding emergency and disability
services related to education, children under 21, and pregnant mothers);
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP); Federal Public Housing –
Section 8 Housing Vouchers, and Section 8 Based Rental Assistance; Social

http://www.first5association.org/
http://www.first5california.com/
https://www.first5la.org/
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2019/08/12/governor-newsom-statement-on-trump-administrations-public-charge-rule/
https://www.first5la.org/press/proposed-change-to-public-charge-policy-hurts-kids-say-leading-c/
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Security Income (SSI); and Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF).
 
The goal of these programs is to help reduce illness, hunger and poverty. This
rule will have life altering implications for parents needing to access services for
themselves that allow them to provide and care for their children. With one of
the largest immigrant populations in the nation, California will face a
disproportionate impact, as one in two children in the state have at least one
immigrant parent. With this new policy, entire households and communities will
be harmed, especially low-income immigrants who are living in this country
legally.
 
“We should be doing everything we can to strengthen our most vulnerable
families, not weaken them,” said Camille Maben, Executive Director of First 5
California. “The health and well-being of parents and their children is
inextricably linked. Under this rule expansion, many immigrant parents will face
the impossible choice of accessing the basic supports they need to work and
care for their family – health care, healthy food, and a safe place to call home –
and the immigration status that allows them to remain with their family.”
 
"This shameful rule will have a devastating effect on young children and
families across California," said Moira Kenney, Executive Director at First 5
Association of California. "It will worsen the climate of fear within immigrant
communities, and heap hunger, poverty, and unmet health care needs onto
families that are already vulnerable.  We have received many reports from First
5s across California of parents pulling their children out of preschool and
declining health services for their kids due to fear of repercussions, and we
expect this will only get worse with the new public charge rule in effect."
 
“This is a harsh attempt to intimidate families and children from getting the
basic needs they qualify for and have a right to access,” said Kim Belshé,
Executive Director at First 5 LA. “There’s no way to target immigrant parents
without hurting their children, families and communities. All parents should have
access to the resources they need to keep their families healthy, safe and
ready to reach their full potential.” Kim Belshé concluded, “This ruling fails us
all. We have a shared responsibility, and a shared benefit from improving the
health and well-being of all young children and their families, no matter their
immigration status.”
 
The rule will take effect on October 15, 2019. The final rule is published
at https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/08/14/2019-

https://www.ppic.org/publication/immigrants-in-california/
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/08/14/2019-17142/inadmissibility-on-public-charge-grounds
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17142/inadmissibility-on-public-charge-grounds.
 

###
 
ABOUT FIRST 5 ASSOCIATION
First 5 Association is a nonprofit membership organization that advocates for
and works with the state’s 58 First 5 county commissions to build strong,
effective, and sustainable systems serving California’s youngest children.
 
ABOUT FIRST 5 CALIFORNIA
First 5 California was established in 1998 when voters passed Proposition 10,
which taxes tobacco products to fund services for children ages 0 to 5 and their
families. First 5 California programs and resources are designed to educate
and support teachers, parents, and caregivers in the critical role they play
during a child's first five years – to help California kids receive the best possible
start in life and thrive. For more information, please visit www.ccfc.ca.gov.
 
ABOUT FIRST 5 LA
First 5 LA is an independent County agency in Los Angeles that advocates on
behalf of parents with young children to help every child, prenatal to age 5, be
healthier, safer and better prepared for kindergarten. Knowing 90 percent of a
child’s brain is developed by age 5, First 5 LA partners with other county
agencies, parents and organizations to help elected officials prioritize funding
for early childhood education, health care and other programs that young
children and their parents need. Please visit www.first5la.org for more
information.
 
ABOUT EARLY CHILDHOOD IN CALIFORNIA

90 percent of brain development happens in the first five years of life 
California has nearly 1.5 million babies and toddlers, according to Kids
Count Data, 2016
According to a Choose Children 2018 survey, 87 percent of voters
polledsaid the governor should prioritize early childhood education
Fewer than 1 in 3 [28.5%] young children in California receive timely
developmental screenings
California ranks 40th in the nation in its efforts to support its youngest
children
In addition to preschool and child care, high-quality home visiting
programs, like First 5 LA’s Welcome Baby program, can increase
children’s school readiness, improve child health and development,

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/08/14/2019-17142/inadmissibility-on-public-charge-grounds
http://www.ccfc.ca.gov/
http://www.first5la.org/
https://www.firstthingsfirst.org/why-early-childhood-matters/the-first-five-years
https://www.scpr.org/news/2017/09/28/76113/new-poll-voters-want-the-next-governor-to-invest-b/
http://www.childhealthdata.org/docs/nsch-docs/nsch-2011-12-developmental-screening-map-packet.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.edweek.org/media/quality-counts-2017-news-release.pdf
https://www.zerotothree.org/resources/144-the-research-case-for-home-visiting
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reduce child abuse and neglect, and enhance parents’ abilities to support
healthy cognitive, language, social-emotional, and physical development
Parents with two children may pay nearly half their wages for child care in
Los Angeles County, according to a March 2017 report that explores the
resources and gaps in the early care and education system within the
county.

http://www.first5la.org/index.php?r=site/article&id=3845

















