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First 5 begins new chapter in Ventura County
July 25, 2019

By Dawn Megli-Thuna
dawn@theacorn.com

An early childhood education program will be relaunching in Thousand Oaks this fall.

First 5 Ventura County will debut its redesigned Neighborhood for Learning program at the
University Early Childhood Center on Atlas Avenue next month. N� provides learning
opportunities and resources, like parenting classes and social service referrals, to children
under the age of 5 and their families.

First 5 VC used to offer N� programs in partnership with the Conejo Valley Uni�ed School
District, but a drop in funding from tobacco sales caused First 5 to wind down its CVUSD
locations in June in favor of a more cost-effective partnership with Interface Children and
Family Services.

CVUSD closed the N� programs at its University Center and City Center locations. The
redesigned N� program means that the Parent and Child Together classes will return to the
University Center location next month but they will now be operated by Interface.

“We are committed to continue delivering Parent and Child Together classes and family support
services throughout the county and in neighborhoods where our most vulnerable families and
young children reside,” First 5 Ventura County Executive Director Petra Puls said in a press
release.

First 5 will be opening 13 N� locations across Ventura County with Interface in late August and
September.

The 13 locations will offer PACT classes, which teach parents about child development,
positive parenting practices and how to support their child’s learning. They also offer parents a
place to connect with other parents. Families who participate will also have access to
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developmental screenings and referral to services such as housing, dental and Cal Fresh food
assistance programs.

In a news release, Interface Executive Director Erik Sternad said the 13 N� locations will serve
children and families in the most cost-effective manner possible.

First 5 was founded in 1998 when voters passed the California Children and Families Act, which
added a 50-cent tax on tobacco to support programs for expectant parents and children up to
age 5.

That funding now averages $160 per child under the age of 5 in Ventura County. The new N�
program will cost $2.9 million annually to operate.

Interface is a Ventura County nonpro�t social services agency that provides free services like
mental health treatment, domestic violence intervention and early childhood family
development programs to 59,000 clients every year.

University Center will host an open house at University Early Childhood Center, 2801 Atlas Ave.,
on Thurs., Aug. 15 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

For more information, visit First5Ventura.org.

http://first5ventura.org/

