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Report from Commission Staff
June 27, 2019

I. Administrative Updates
 FY 2019-20 Commission Budget

o As required per ordinance, F5VC submitted its’ proposed FY 2019-20 operating
budget for review and comment to Board of Supervisors and Community
Commission of Ventura County.

 Staff also shared highlights of F5VC’s comprehensive community-based
service system for young children, prenatal to five, and their families.

o Since there were no substantive comments, the FY 2019-20 operating budget
approved by the Commission is final.

 Contract Renewal for FY 2019-20
o 11 out of 11 programmatic contracts have been finalized and issued for

signature.

II. Update on Commission Initiatives
 Neighborhoods for Learning

o Close-Out Funds Requests
 F5VC received funding requests for close-out activities from 4 funded

partners whose programs will sunset on June 30, 2019: Hueneme/South
Oxnard NfL, Ojai Valley NfL, Santa Barbara-Ventura Dental Care
Foundation, and Moorpark/Simi Valley NfL.

 These funding requests are to provide the resources required to
perform close-out tasks between July 1, 2019 and September 30,
2019.

 Countywide Strategies
o Help Me Grow Ventura County was invited to participate in a Strategic Forum

hosted by First 5 LA and American Academy of Pediatrics, Chapter 2.
 Sharon Elmensdorp and Heather Davidson both participated in a panel

presentation focused on “The Gray Zone: Strengthening Early
Identification and Intervention for Children with Mild to Moderate
Developmental and Behavioral Delays”.

o Help Me Grow, in partnership with VCPH Regional Health Educators, hosted a
training for Child Health and Disability Prevention Program providers on
Developmental Screenings.

 Topics covered included: Developmental Screening (ASQ, PEDS),
Autism screening tool (M-CHAT) billing, referral resources for a positive
screening, etc.

 The training was well attended with 44 participants. It was a mixture of
medical assistants, registered nurses, physicians’ assistants, medical



doctors, FQHC staff, as well as a few nurses from the Department of
Public Health in Los Angeles.

 Advocacy
o SB 142 (Wiener) Workplace Lactation Accommodation Support Letter (see

attached)
 This bill would require employers to have a written lactation policy and

ensure lactation spaces meet minimum requirements

 Early Literacy
o F5VC’s continued partnership with the Oxnard Library encourages families to

sign young children up for library cards.
 Every other month, Oxnard Library staff co-host a storytime at the Annex

Food Hall, and families can receive their library card on the spot.
 F5VC provides “Talk Read Sing” book bags to kids 5 and under who sign

up for their first library card - during the first 5 months of this year, 80
children received book bags and 13,743 books for young children were
checked out from the Oxnard Library.

o Staff toured the County’s Mobile Library and will provide free bilingual Potter the
Otter books for young children who visit the Mobile Library.

 Community Initiatives
o The Ventura County Funders Forum heard presentations on two local Pay for

Success projects during the June meeting.
 F5VC presented our preschool feasibility study, and Interface presented

their recidivism project.
 Many local funders were not aware of the Pay for Success model.

o Staff has attended multiple Chamber of Commerce meetings over the last month
to share updates on the Neighborhoods for Learning transition.

III. County, Regional and National Updates
 First 5 Association (F5AC)

o The F5AC is playing a key role in organizing outreach to hard to count 0 - 5
populations and their families

 F5VC staff is leading the strategic planning effort for outreach to families
with children 0-5 in Ventura County, and presenting on the importance of
the Census to local groups (see attached)

 CA Budget Updates
o The California State Legislature passed a state budget (see attached PR) that

strongly supports young children and their families through provisions including:
 Expansion of childcare services and infrastructure
 Expansion of Paid Family Leave
 Increased funding for home visiting

IV. Upcoming Events

 First 5 Committees
o Administration/Finance Committee, August 2, 2019, 9:30 – 11:30 a.m., F5VC

offices



CLASSES 
BEGIN IN   
AUGUST 

PARENT AND CHILD TOGETHER (PACT) CLASSES 
At your local First 5 Neighborhoods for Learning, Powered by Interface 

FOR CLASS TIME AND LOCATIONS: 

TEXT NfLupdate to 898211 

CALL 211, press 4 for English, then press 2 

 for recorded updates on NfLs 

CLICK www.first5ventura.org/updates 

EXPLORE WITH YOUR CHILD! 

• Participate in play-based learning 

• Enjoy a warm and welcoming environment 

• Connect with parents, caregivers, and your 

local community 

• Receive parent education and support  

  

0-5 
AGES 

  



June 15, 2019

Assemblymember Ash Kalra
Chair of the Assembly Committee on Labor and Employment
1020 N Street, Room 155
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Support – Workplace Lactation Accommodation SB 142 (Wiener)

Dear Assemblymember Kalra:

First 5 Ventura County is in strong support of SB 142 because breastfeeding is good for
moms, babies, and businesses!

Parents are better able to start breastfeeding and keep at it when the workplace they
return to provides proper support and resources, including a place to pump and access to
a sink and fridge. According to California Department of Public Health data, a third of
working parents report that they have no workplace breastfeeding support and parents
with lower household income are less likely to have workplace breastfeeding support
than those with a higher income.

Parents who breastfeed have a lower risk of getting breast and ovarian cancers, type 2
diabetes, postpartum depression and cardiovascular disease and breastfed babies are less
likely to develop asthma, ear infections, diarrhea, pneumonia, and obesity.

Breastfeeding is also good for business. Companies with lactation support programs
have experienced higher productivity, employee job satisfaction, morale, and enhanced
loyalty to the company.

SB 142 requires employers to have a written lactation policy and ensures lactation
spaces meet minimum requirements. These supports will ensure that working parents
never have to choose between continuing to breastfeed and returning to work.

First 5 Ventura County invests in children prenatal – 5 and their families so that all
children may thrive in a healthy, supported environment. We thank you for your support
in ensuring the health and well-being of California families.

Sincerely,

Petra Puls Barbara Marquez-O’Neill
Executive Director Chair, F5VC Commission

cc: Cassidy Denny, Senator Wiener’s Office, Cassidy Denny Jenna Gerry
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What causes undercounting?
Some of the more common 
reasons that young children are 
undercounted include: 

• Lack of parents’ participation

due to fear of data being

shared — especially in immigrant

communities

• Confusion over whether certain

kids should be counted (e.g.,

kids who have split custody,

newborns, kids living in a

household who aren’t related

to the parents)

• Lack of participation in the

census due to a belief it will

take too long, and won’t

benefit the person taking it

Certain changes for the 
2020 census could make the 
undercount worse, including:

• Collection will be mostly

digital, and some low-income

communities lack access to

the Internet

• The possible addition of a

question about citizenship

status may increase fears

of data being reported to

immigration authorities

• Fewer resources for outreach

than in 2010

Census 2020: Making Sure Young Children are Counted

For more information, please contact Lauren Arzu 805-648-9989 ext. 226

An undercount of 5% in Ventura County kids ages 0 - 5 means we would  
lose $60 million over the next decade. What’s more, an undercount 

in our county and state could mean fewer seats in the U.S. House of 

Representatives and electoral college, which are based on population.

Census 2020 is ramping up, and we need to make sure everyone in our 

community is counted — especially young children. In the last census 

(2010), about five percent of children under age five weren’t counted — 

approximately one million kids nationwide. California had the highest 

rate of undercount for young children in the entire country.

Children of color had higher rates of undercount than white children. 

Experts estimate that about 6.5 percent of young African-American and 

Latino children were overlooked by the 2010 Census, which is roughly 

twice the rate of young non-Latino white children.

The census count determines how much federal funding each state 

receives. An undercount in 2020 could cost California more than 
$3 billion in federally funded federal programs, including those 

a�ecting young children, such as Medicaid, Head Start, and the 

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (food stamps). 

Amount of federal funding the state receives annually 
for programs that a�ect kids

MEDICAID: $55.5B
SNAP (FOOD STAMPS): $7.2B

 TANF (CASH ASSISTANCE): $3.7B
SECTION 8 (HOUSING): $3.5B

SCHIP (HEALTH INSURANCE): $2B
SPECIAL EDUCATION: $1.3B

HEAD START: $1.2B
CCDBG (CHILD CARE): $303M

SOURCE: COUNTING FOR DOLLARS 2020: CALIFORNIA

nearly

$75B 
IN FEDERAL 
FUNDING at
stake



Getting an accurate census 

count is critical to the health 

and well-being of all young 

children in California. And 

participating in census 

outreach is a great opportunity 

to expand the First 5 network 

and strengthen relationships 

with non-traditional partners. 

First 5 is well positioned to spread the word about the census by 
EDUCATING our communities and ENGAGING our local leaders.

First 5 is the best fit for this job because
• Hard-to-count populations are the ones we have  primarily

served for 20 years

• First 5 is the lead voice for children ages 0–5 in our county

• First 5 and its partners are trusted messengers

Some of the ways First 5 can help include:
• Working with partners to develop outreach strategies

• O�ering messaging and materials to assist with outreach

• Providing language translation beyond what the census o�ers

• Promoting census participation at public events, festivals, etc.

Census 2020 Timeline

First 5 Can Help Ensure Young Children 
are Counted in the 2020 Census

Count everyone once, 
only once, and 

in the right place.
New census statistics 
produced in 2021/2022

Tabulate Data And
Release Census Results

Nonresponse Followup

    )

Group Quarters Service-Based
F  

MAY–AUGUST 2020

MARCH–APRIL 2020MARCH–JULY 2020
Self-Response

CENSUS DAY
APRIL 1, 2020

Education Phase

Establish Where to Count
SUMMER 2018

JANUARY–MARCH 2020
Motivate People
to Respond  

2020

20
19

20
21-20

2220
18

For more information, please contact Lauren Arzu 805-648-9989 ext. 226



 

 
 

For Immediate Release      Contact: Erin Gabel  
June 13, 2019           916.708.8895 
 
     

First 5 California’s Statement on the Legislature’s Passage of 
the State Budget 

   
SACRAMENTO – Camille Maben, Executive Director of First 5 California, released the following 
statement today upon the Legislature’s passage of the 2019–20 State Budget: 
 
“With the passage of the State Budget, today marks a new chapter for California that recognizes 
the increasing needs of our young children and their families in order to thrive and succeed in 
our schools and communities. First 5 California applauds the comprehensive vision Governor 
Newsom endorsed and our Legislative leaders have adopted: 
 

 Crucial expansion of child care services and infrastructure, including over 30,000 additional 
children served and almost a half-billion dollars in long-term facilities, data, planning, and 
workforce support. 

 

 Incentive funds for schools to promote full-day kindergarten for all students. 
 

 A two-week expansion to Paid Family Leave, making California a national leader with a total 
of five and one-half (5 ½) months of leave for each newborn’s family. 

 

 Increased funding for home visiting programs targeted to support California’s most 
vulnerable families and includes vital services such as parent coaching and prenatal 
counseling in key early years of their newborn’s life. 
 

 Sales tax exemptions for diapers. 
 

 Support for pediatricians in the early identification of children’s special needs. 
 

 Increased take-home pay for working families through the California Earned Income Tax 
Credit (CalEITC). 

 
Together, these tools for young children and their families will help every California parent 
succeed in our most important job—preparing California’s future generations for prosperity.” 
 

### 
 
About First 5 California 
First 5 California was established in 1998 when voters passed Proposition 10, which taxes tobacco 
products to fund services for children ages 0 to 5 and their families. First 5 California programs and 
resources are designed to educate and support teachers, parents, and caregivers in the critical role they 
play during a child's first five years – to help California kids receive the best possible start in life and 
thrive. For more information, please visit www.ccfc.ca.gov. 

http://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ccfc.ca.gov&esheet=51492216&newsitemid=20170110006467&lan=en-US&anchor=www.ccfc.ca.gov&index=1&md5=1174f6e84b2c7040267fcc1896e86b2e


1

Fahim Farag

From: First 5 Association

Sent: Thursday, June 20, 2019 12:59 PM

To: ffarag@first5ventura.org

Subject: First 5s: Trump Proposal to Recaculate Federal Poverty Level Will Hurt CA Kids

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact: Jess Berthold #510-227-6948

First 5s:Trump Proposal to Recalculate Federal
Poverty Level Will Hurt Millions of California Children

Advocates Urge Congress to Stop Administration Plan to Disqualify Kids from
Critical Programs

ALAMEDA, CA (June 20, 2019) - First 5 Association of California, First 5 California,
and First 5 LA today announced their opposition to the Trump Administration's
proposal to recalculate the Federal Poverty Level (FPL)--a plan that could
disqualify struggling children and families from programs like food stamps (SNAP),
health insurance (CHIP), and quality early learning programs (Head Start).

Nearly 2 million children, or one out of every five California kids, live in poverty.
And nearly a half million young children in the state live in deep poverty--that is,
below 50 percent of the federal poverty line.

"This proposal has the potential to hurt millions of kids in California, and
nationwide. If the Trump Administration is allowed to make the definition of
poverty more restrictive, our youngest children won't get the help they need at
the most important time in their development," said Camille Maben, executive
director of First 5 California, an organization tasked by voters to promote the well-
being of young children. "We want to create opportunities for young children.
Changing how the Federal Poverty Level is calculated does nothing to lift kids out
of actual poverty."

The federal Office of Management and Budget (OMB) is proposing to reduce the
rate of inflation used to calculate the FPL, meaning the poverty level threshold
would rise at a slower rate. As a result, fewer families may qualify for the public
benefits and services that are tied to the FPL, such as the Children's Health
Insurance Program (CHIP); Women, Infants and Children (WIC); the National
School Lunch Program, Head Start, and the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program (SNAP).



2

"Moving the line in the sand labeled 'poverty' doesn't change the reality on the
ground for kids," said Moira Kenney, executive director of First 5 Association of
California, which represents California's 58 First 5 county commissions. "Little kids
and their families are already struggling, especially in California, where housing,
child care, food, and other basic living costs are among the highest in the nation."

In 2017, a single-parent household in California with two children required
$66,000 per year to cover basic needs. The official federal poverty threshold for
the same family was $19,749. Changing the poverty rate definition to exclude
California's poor children and families is antithetical to the intent of the federal
programs seeking to better support our nation's poorest families.

Childhood poverty is a proven stressor that can have long-term effects on
physical, emotional, and social well-being--affecting educational, career, and
economic outcomes now and into adulthood. First 5 is urging Congressional
leaders to block the FPL adjustment plan and include language to bar it in the final
funding bill for Fiscal Year 2020.

"The way we learn, think, and grow is heavily influenced by experiences in early
childhood, when our brain is developing rapidly," said Kim Belshé, executive
director of First 5 LA. "We will oppose any action that could interfere with children
getting what their brains and bodies need during this crucial time. There's far too
much at stake--for children, and for society."

###

About First 5 Association
First 5 Association of California is the voice of the 58 First 5 county commissions,
which were created by voters in 1998 to ensure our kids are healthy, safe, and
ready to learn. Together, First 5 touches the lives of more than one million kids,
families, and caregivers each year, and strengthens our state by giving kids the
best start in life. Learn more at www.first5association.org.

About First 5 California
First 5 California was established in 1998 when voters passed Proposition 10,
which taxes tobacco products to fund services for children ages 0 to 5 and their
families. First 5 California programs and resources are designed to educate and
support teachers, parents, and caregivers in the critical role they play during a
child's first five years--to help California kids receive the best possible start in life
and thrive. For more information, please visit www.ccfc.ca.gov.

About First 5 LA
As the state's largest funder of early childhood, First 5 LA works to strengthen
systems, parents and communities so that children are ready to succeed in school
and life. An independent public agency, First 5 LA's goal is to support the safe and
healthy development of young children so that by 2028, all children in L.A. County
will enter kindergarten ready to succeed in school and life. Learn more at
www.first5la.org.


