
 

 

Q: Why did you pick services for 0-3 year olds instead of 3-5 year olds?  

A: First 5 Ventura County is committed to serving families with young children, ages prenatal - 5. First 

5 Ventura County envisions a future where all Ventura County children thrive in healthy supported 

environments. Together with our partners, we accomplish this through investments in health, early 

learning and family strengthening, benefitting children prenatal to 5 years of age. 

 

Our Commission is focusing on reaching children as early as possible (prenatal-3) for several reasons:  

• A child’s brain develops faster from birth to age three than at any later period in life, building the 

foundation for future learning, behavior and health.  

• Parents are a child’s first and most important teacher! Knowledgeable, nurturing parents are the 

key to providing healthy and safe environments, and to a child’s earliest development.  

• Programs and services should ensure healthy beginnings at birth, support families with young 

children, and make high-quality early learning opportunities more accessible and affordable to 

parents who need or want them.  

• When we support them in their earliest years, infants grow into healthy kids who are confident, 

empathetic and ready for school and life--and our communities, workforce and economy become 

stronger and more productive. 

• First 5 Ventura County works to fill gaps and programs for our youngest children 0-3 are not as 

readily available as preschool for 4 and 5 year olds in Ventura County.  

That is why is so important to start early and target programs that promote healthy development and 

a strong start in life! 

 

Q: Where will services be offered? 

A: Services will be offered in locations throughout the county.  

By December 21, 2018, F5VC and Interface staff will conclude visiting current locations and cataloging 

details about space and hours available, accessibility, etc.  

Sites will be selected and announced in May 2019.  

 

 

 

 



Q: What about the middle class? Which income levels will be served?   

A: Our goal is to serve families from every income bracket. We will work with our partners to assure 

that families who qualify for publicly funded preschool programs get help accessing those programs. 

F5VC funded preschools will prioritize families who earn too much to qualify for a publicly funded 

space, but can’t afford to pay for a private program. The Commission is still studying potential options 

to strategically invest the $1 million available for preschool each year for the next two years.  

 

Families of all income levels will be able to attend Parent and Child Together (PACT) classes. Families 

who can afford to pay will be asked to contribute an amount that is aligned to their income levels. No 

family will be turned away due to an inability to pay or their income levels.  

 

Q: Will the Parent and Child Together classes be similar to what is being offered now?  

A: Parent and Child Together classes promote positive parent/child interactions, parent knowledge of 

child development, early literacy, links to resources, and children’s social/emotional development. 

Currently, PACT classes can vary greatly from one location to another.  

First 5 Ventura County has begun to standardize our Parent and Child Together classes based on the 

methods that have the most positive outcomes. When we offer classes that are more consistent 

throughout the county, families will know what to expect regardless of where they live within 

Ventura County. 

 

Q: Will Triple P be offered?  

A: Yes! Our implementation partner, Interface Children and Family Services, in partnership with New 

Dawn Counseling, will continue to provide Triple P programming. 

 

Q: How will you ensure that the diverse populations of Ventura County are represented in decision 

making? 

A: First 5 Ventura County has always looked to the families we serve for input and guidance on what 

their community needs. We will continue to include local community members representing our 

county's diverse populations on advisory boards to ensure our programming is culturally relevant.  

 

Q: Why doesn’t First 5 get more money from new cigarette taxes?  

A: As new ballot measures are passed that raise taxes on cigarettes, that money is allocated to other 

causes - just like Prop 10 was allocated to First 5.  

However, we are working with the First 5 Association at a statewide level to increase investments in 

early childhood through policies like “Preschool for All,” family leave, and designating mental health 

funding for early intervention.  

 

Q: What oversight will be provided to ensure that the designated funding amount is spent in each 

region ($915,000 in Region 3, for example).  

A: Costs associated with delivery of programs and services, such as staffing, site leases, etc. will be 

tracked by region and reviewed regularly.  

 



Q: Where is this Mixtec community located? Why is their community specifically referenced in the 

Neighborhood for Learning proposal?  

Twenty thousand indigenous Oaxacan people from southern Mexico live and work in Ventura County, 

many in Oxnard. Mixtecs have been a vital part of the Ventura County’s economic success since the 

1970s. Mixtecs in Ventura County–and throughout the state–are culturally and linguistically isolated. 

Most speak neither Spanish nor English, but only their native language, Mixteco. Central to their 

struggle is the fact that they cannot communicate with people beyond their own indigenous 

community, thus impeding their ability to obtain appropriate healthcare, educate themselves and 

their children, negotiate with their employers to improve their work situation, and exercise their basic 

civil rights.  

F5VC has a long-standing partnership with MICOP (Mixteco/Indigena Community Organizing Project) 

to provide Parent and Child Together classes and family support services specifically for Mixtec 

parents with young children. The Interface Children & Family Services proposal recognized the 

importance of continuing to support this population, and proposed to subcontract with MICOP to 

meet the needs of this community in the most culturally relevant way possible.  

 

Q: How can I stay informed?  

We are committed to keeping the community informed throughout the transition.  

We post regularly on our dedicated “Updates” webpage www.first5vetura.org/updates .  

To join our email list and receive updates as we post them, please send your preferred email address 

to assistant@first5ventura.org. 

You can also follow us on Social Media by liking our Facebook page www.facebook.com/first5ventura  

 

Warmly, 

 

 
Petra Puls 

Executive Director 
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