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Report from Commission Staff

August 16, 2018

I. Administrative Updates

Pritzker Children’s Initiative Fellow

o F5VC applied and was one of nine organizations selected to host a Pritzker

Children’s Initiative (PCI) Fellow, receiving up to $75,000 annually for two years

towards the cost of a Fellow, as well as technical assistance from PCI staff and

national partners

 The newly created Director of Place-Based Initiatives position will serve as

the PCI Fellow, and will be responsible for advancing the Commission’s

prenatal to three agenda and transitioning to the redesigned place-based

initiative.

 F5VC is one of 29 organizations selected to participate in the Pritzker

Children’s Initiative, which aims to increase the number of children

developmentally on track for Kindergarten readiness by age 3.

II. Update on Commission Initiatives

Neighborhoods for Learning

o Conejo Valley NfL:

 Kindergarten Transition programs for parents consists of 2 parent and

teacher conferences to discuss children's development.

 314 families, or 262% of their service target.

 Between January and June 2018, provided Parent Education to 293

parents, with year-end totals at 192% of their annual target.

 Topics covered included Parents Raising Kids in a Safe

Environment, Raising Confident Competent Children, Fine Motor

Skills, Mental Health Education, Triple P in Spanish, Oral Health

and Nutrition Education.

 Ongoing Family/Caregiver Literacy programs through educational

Family Fun Nights based on “The Crayon Box that Talked”, “We’re Going

on a Bear Hunt” and “Alphabet Rescue”.

 Services were provided to 252 individuals between January and

June, reaching 252% of annual target.

o Moorpark/Simi Valley NfL:

 PACT “Ready, Set, Grow!” provides learning and school readiness

activities for parent and child dyads in Moorpark and in Simi Valley.



 A total of 743 families with 12,775 service contacts participated in

FY 17/18.

 Triple P Level 2 Seminars were provided to 87 parents, exceeding their

targets for FY 17/18 with 145% completion.

 Triple P Level 3 was provided to 34 families with 99 service contacts, a

142% completion rate.

 Triple P Level 3 typically addresses developmental and or

behavioral concerns and offers one to one support to families in

understanding and creating a family plan to address behavior and

developmental issues.

o Ojai Valley NfL:

 NfL provided a variety of Parent Education courses and included

families receiving a preschool scholarship as a participation

requirement.

 123 parents participated, reaching 205% of target.

 Family/Caregiver Literacy Programs are offered through lending

libraries.

 Engaged 83 participants, with many participants accessing the

library over 12 times in FY 17/18.

 NfL increased PACT class in Ojai and Oak View through funding from

the Dahl and Kunkle Funds at VCCF.

 146 parents participated, which is the highest level of attendance

experienced by the Ojai NfL.

o Ventura NfL:

 197 individuals received Service Coordination/Case Management

services, or 141% of target.

 Triple P level 3 reached 57 parents with 121 service contacts, which is

143% of target.

Countywide Strategies

o MICOP

 4 series of the 8-week Parenting Education workshops ”Bebe Sano”

were provided in Mixteco language, with 56 Mixteco families participating

between January and June, reaching 120% completion for the FY.

 44 dyads participated in Mixteco language PACT classes, completing

131% of their target.

o Help me Grow Ventura County

 Ventura County’s parent and provider resources are now available to

HMG affiliates through the Help Me Grow National website.

o Oral Health – Prop 56 funds

 F5VC and funded partners played a key role in the collection of over 1500

oral health surveys to inform the County’s Oral Health Needs

Assessment.



 Staff provided significant feedback on the draft of the County’s Oral

Health Needs Assessment and will participate in strategic planning

process, ensuring that children’s needs and prevention efforts remain at

the forefront of local discussion on how Prop 56 funds are invested.

Advocacy

o Letter of Support (see attached F5VC letter)

 AB 1754 (McCarty) CA State Preschool Program (CSPP): Streamlined

eligibility for enrollment in low-income communities

 This bill would remove income eligibility requirements for families

living within the attendance boundary of schools where 55% of

students are eligible for free and reduced lunch.

 Applies to public and charter schools, and CBOs.

 Aligns CSPP eligibility with the Local Control Funding Formula.

 Currently, when CSPP slots are not filled, funds are transferred

back to the State. This would allow programs to fill their slots and

demonstrate a need for continued investment in early childhood

education.

o Census 2020 and the Citizenship Question (see attached F5AC letter)

 CA children, particularly our most vulnerable children, are at high risk of

being undercounted.

 For each child who isn’t counted, CA loses approximately $1900

annually in federal funding for critical services.

 The F5 Association, Children Now and the Advancement Project

published an op-ed encouraging leaders to educate communities

about the importance of a complete and accurate census, and

urging the government to address privacy and cybersecurity

concerns.

Early Literacy

o F5VC, Oxnard Library, and CSUCI are partnering with the Annex in the

Collection to launch regular story time.

 Story times will feature a book and associated STEM or art project.

Oxnard library staff will be on hand to sign children up for library cards,

and children who check a book out from the library will qualify to receive a

free bilingual book from F5VC to build their home library.

 Last Wednesday of each month at 10:30 a.m.

Community Initiatives

o Upcoming September 11, 2018 meeting of the Funders Forum will be a regional

meeting in partnership with the Santa Barbara Funders Roundtable to focus on

funders’ role in the Census 2020.



o F5VC participated in a social media campaign for World Breastfeeding Week,

and was proud to support the Breastfeeding Coalition of Ventura County at the

Board of Supervisors proclamation, and as a gold sponsor of the Park, Play &

Picnic event on August 4th.

o F5VC staff attended several Chamber of Commerce events over the summer,

including presentations on the Economic Outlook and State of the County.

o F5VC is proactively keeping the public and funded partner staff aware of

upcoming changes through the “Updates” page on www.first5ventura.org,

printable FAQ sheets emailed to staff, and social media posts.

o We are currently collecting success stories from the last 20 years to share on

social media and pitch to the traditional media, to celebrate the 20th anniversary

of the passage of Prop 10 in November.

o Petra Puls has been hosting monthly “Coffee and Conversation” meetings to

offer staff of funded partners an opportunity to ask questions about upcoming

changes, share stories and offer suggestions. Upcoming informal discussions will

be held on Fridays, August 17th, September 28th, October 19th, and November

30th.

III. County, Regional and National Updates

CalWORKs Home visiting initiative in CA Budget

o Final state budget deal included funding for new CalWORKs Home Visiting

Initiative

 CDSS released its application to implement this new program, with

applications due on September 28th.

 F5VC is proud to support the County in their application to support

positive health, development, and well-being outcomes for pregnant and

parenting women, families, and infants born into poverty.

IV. Upcoming Events

First 5 Committees

o Administration/Finance Committee, September 7, 2018, 9:30 a.m. – 11:30

a.m., F5VC offices

Anecdote

Pre K Expansion – El Centrito

When Isabella first enrolled in the Little Dolphins Program in August of 2017, she struggled to

adapt to the new environment. Early on, Isabella’s mother, Ashley, expressed concerns about

her daughter’s speech and communication. This concern was confirmed through teacher



observation and the process of completing the Ages & Stages Questionnaire (ASQ). Teachers

observed that Isabella struggled to communicate her needs and interests, and instead would

use physical communication like tugging on a teacher’s pant leg to show interest or anxiety.

Isabella also struggled to communicate and engage with peers, and instead would often cry

when a peer approached her. Based on these observations, Isabella was referred to the Ocean

View School District for further assessment and, ultimately, for speech therapy. Ashley and the

teachers continued to work together and set goals to support Isabella’s language acquisition

and cognitive development.

One of the key strategies that the teachers implemented in the classroom was to create visual

cues through photographs of Isabella doing specific activities. Isabella found it motivating to look

at pictures and see herself successfully doing activities, so this tactic reinforced Isabella’s

gradual integration into the classroom routine.

Ashley’s husband is in the military and is often away from home, so Ashley explained that being

alone means that she needs lots of tools & resources to help her, so the teachers referred her to

the Triple P program. Ashley participated in these workshops, and then enrolled in a child

development class at Oxnard College because she told teachers that she wanted to understand

even more about Isabella’s development and how to support her learning. Ashley recently

mentioned to the teachers that she has been able to teach her husband about the techniques

that she learned at the Triple P workshops, so now he can implement positive limits in the same

way. They have both shared how grateful they are for the program and the support offered to

Isabella.

Thanks to the referrals and support that both Ashley and Isabella received through the Little

Dolphins program, both have developed skills and tools that help them succeed and feel

confident.

New Dawn – Triple P

This is a story about a family of 6, two parents, a 2 year old son, and 3 older brothers. Before

entering the program, his mother was still breastfeeding him and caring for him in an

overprotective way. The parents were in constant conflict. During treatment, the therapist found

the couple responsive to the program. They made a great effort to practice their Triple P

strategies and they began to understand how their negative behaviors affected all their children,

especially their youngest child.

They were able to stop criticizing each other and the children. They were able to start working

as a team to rebuild a good relationship within the family. During treatment, the mother weaned

her son and both were able to enjoy their independence. After learning the benefits of self-care,

she began feeling better about herself, became more proactive and was able to provide different

activities for her family. The 2 year old child began to grow socially and started exploring more

of his surroundings.



August 14, 2018

The Honorable Kevin McCarty
California State Assembly
State Capitol, Room 2136
Sacramento CA 95814

RE: AB 1754 (McCarty) – State Preschool Program: Streamlined eligibility for
enrollment in low-income communities -- Support as proposed to be amended

Dear Assemblymember McCarty,

First 5 Ventura County (F5VC) is in strong support of Assembly Bill 1754 (McCarty).
This bill would streamline eligibility for California State Preschool Programs (CSPP) by
removing income eligibility requirements for families living within the attendance
boundary of schools where 55% of students are eligible for free and reduced lunch. This
streamlined eligibility would apply to both public and charter schools, as well as
community based organizations.

F5VC recognizes the crucial role access to high quality early education plays in
promoting student academic success. For this reason, F5VC funds spaces to allow
access to preschool for families whose income is higher than the eligibility limits, but still
cannot afford preschool tuition. We are in support of AB 1754 as proposed to be
amended to also streamline eligibility for community based organizations located
in high needs communities, and to align CSPP eligibility with the Local Control
Funding Formula’s concentration grant supports.

Early intervention in a child's education increases cognitive, language, social and
emotional development. While current preschool eligibility is determined by parent/
guardian income level, AB 1754 holistically approaches eligibility by evaluating a
community’s needs. This transformational shift truly puts child developmental needs at
the center, and will lead to increased high school graduation rates, greater college
attendance, and decreased crime.

CSPPs currently provide free early education for families who make up to $50,000 a
year. However, every year thousands of CSPP slots go unfilled, resulting in school
districts sending millions of dollars back to the Department of Education, and thousands
of children missing out on this crucial year of development. Many of these unfilled CSPP
slots are in high poverty communities where median family income is only marginally
above CSPP income eligibility requirements.

For these reasons, First 5 Ventura County is proud to support AB 1754.

Sincerely,

Petra Puls
Executive Director

First 5 Ventura County

Commissioners

Stan Mantooth, Chair

Ventura County

Superintendent of Schools

Michael Gollub, MD, FAAP

Pediatrician, Retired

Robert Levin, M.D.

Ventura County Health Officer

Kelly Long

Supervisor, District 3

Ventura County

Barbara Marquez-O’Neill

Independent Consultant

Dr. Cesar A. Morales

Superintendent,

Oxnard School District

Dr. Carola Oliva-Olson

Assistant Professor,

Early Childhood Studies

Cal State University

Channel Islands

Bruce Stenslie

President/CEO, EDC-VC

Economic Development

Collaborative of Ventura County

Barry Zimmerman

Director,

Ventura County

Human Services Agency

First 5 Ventura County

2580 East Main St., Suite 203

Ventura, California 93003-2655

Phone: (805) 648-9990

Fax: (805) 653-2358

www.first5ventura.org
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July 11, 2018   
 
Ms. Jennifer Jessup 
Departmental Paperwork Clearance Officer 
Department of Commerce, Room 6616 
14th and Constitution Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20230 
 
RE: Comments on Proposed Information Collection on 2020 Census, Docket No. USBC-2018-0005  
 
Dear Ms. Jessup, 
 
On behalf of First 5 Association, we are writing to offer comments on the 2020 Census proposed information 
collection. We urge the Department of Commerce to remove the citizenship question from the 2020 Census 
form, as it will jeopardize the accuracy of the census in the nation—and will have especially grave outcomes 
for the young children in California our organization represents.  
 
California’s children are at high risk of being undercounted—especially our most vulnerable children. When 
our kids aren’t counted, they stand to lose federal funding for critical services – like early learning programs, 
health care, and foster care support – and our state stands to lose its voice and representation. 
 
Nationally, children under five are undercounted at a higher rate than any other age group. In fact, the 
undercount of young children has worsened since 1980, while the counting for adults has improved.  And 
California has a much larger population of young children than other states. More than 1.5 million infants and 
toddlers live in California families, with 62 percent are born into low-income households more likely to rely on 
services. 
 
Characteristics of hard-to-count communities, whose members are less likely to complete questionnaires, 
include housing insecurity, linguistic isolation, and distrust of government. California’s youngest children 
often live in households with these features. According to the 2018 KIDS COUNT® Data Book by the Annie 
E. Casey Foundation, released last month, 30 percent of California children under the age of five live in hard-
to-count census tracts. That’s 700,000 California children at risk of undercounting.  
 
The risk of undercount becomes clearer when you consider that California is the most diverse state in the 
nation— and Latino and Black children had the highest net undercount in the 2010 Census. At stake in our 
state is more than $76 billion for federally funded programs like Medicaid, Head Start, the Children’s Health 
Insurance Program, Title I education funding, and special education grants. Additionally, census data informs 
decision-making on the reapportionment of congressional seats, redistricting, and investments in 
infrastructure.  
 
Even before Secretary Ross’ decision to place a citizenship question on the 2020 Census, state and local 
officials and community leaders were deeply concerned about the difficulty of achieving robust participation 
in many communities. In the current political environment, immigrants face heightened fears of scrutiny and 
family separation, and the citizenship question may deter some already hard-to-count households from 
participating. In California, more than 4.3 million children live in immigrant families, and in some regions like 
Los Angeles County, up to 75 percent of children have at least one immigrant parent.  
 
None of this bodes well for the 2020 Census or the future well-being of California kids—or the state, for that 
matter. Ensuring the optimal development and education of all California’s young kids ensures a brighter 
future for the state—and nation, considering the force of California’s economy. That’s why everyone needs to 



step up to make sure California’s kids aren’t shortchanged by an inaccurate census count and diminished 
federal funds for needed programs.  
 
When implemented as intended, the census is a tool for ensuring democracy, reducing disparities, and 
expanding opportunities for the next generation. If we truly believe every child counts, we must make sure 
we count every child.  
 
A full, fair, and accurate census is absolutely critical for our community. For the reasons discussed above, 
we strongly oppose asking about citizenship status in the 2020 Census and urge the Department of 
Commerce to remove the proposed citizenship question from the data collection forms. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 

 
 
Moira Kenney, PhD  
Executive Director 
First 5 Association of California 


