
Take 5 and Read!

Celebrity Reading Event

May 4
th

, 2018



In Partnership with



90% of a child’s Brain is 

developed by age 5.

Talk, Read, Sing! Campaign. 2015



Take 5 and Read to 
Kids! is a campaign that 
encourages parents 
and caregivers to Talk, 
Read, and Sing to 
children, ages 0 to 5, to 
support early language 
and literacy 
development. 

Assemblymember Dante Acosta at the Simi Valley NfL 



The Kickoff Breakfast was held at 
CSUCI and featured  

commissioners, celebrity readers, 
preschool hosts, and local 

dignitaries

Executive Director Petra Puls and CSUCI President Erika Beck 
addressing celebrity readers and guests at the Kickoff Breakfast



Participants learned 
about the importance 

of early literacy





Readers, Site Supervisors, and the Ventura County Star 

engaged the community with social media posts on 

Instagram, Twitter, and Facebook. 

#take5VC



Readers were spreading the word before the event!



Libraries helped get the word out





More than 60 celebrity 
readers including 

Commissioners, Elected 
Officials, CEOs, and Radio 

Personalities increased 
the visibility of the 

Take 5 Campaign.



Thank you First 5 Ventura County 
Commissioners for your support!

Commissioners Long and Marquez-O’Neill



Commissioner Gollub’s granddaughter was our youngest reader!



Commissioner Morales at 
Ramona Preschool 



“I had so much fun I 

would love to do it again 

next year!”

Jill Haney, Montecito Bank and Trust, 

reading to the kids at Park Oaks Preschool.

Elected Officials increase the visibility of the event 



The staff at EARTHS in Newbury Park were thrilled 
to host Congresswoman Julia Brownley.



Books help 

overcome language 

barriers at Sheridan 

Way.  It is so 

rewarding to “read 

books to kids!” 

Erik Nasarenko, Ventura City Councilmember



District Director for Irwin, Jeannette Sanchez.

Assemblymember Irwin 
“celebrated

#ChildrensBookWeek
this morning by reading to 
children from El Centrito 

preschool in Oxnard. Remember 
to Take 5 and Read to Kids to 

foster an importance of reading 
early to young 

children. #Take5VC”

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/childrensbookweek?source=feed_text
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/take5vc?source=feed_text


“Take 5 and Read to 
Kids event. 
Encouraging parents 
and caregivers to 
talk, read and sing 
with young children 
ages 0-5 #education 
#first5 #literacy 
#take5vc @vc_star”



Angelica Ramsey, Superintendent of PVUSD, and Carol Rehder, both reading at the Pleasant Valley Neighborhood for Learning.



58% of children 

0-5 in 
Ventura County are 

read to daily.

Children Now. 2017



“ Our future are these 
youngsters… let’s 

nurture and grow them 
together! #take5VC”

-Theone Hidek, 
Boutique Marketing + 

PR.



71% of NfL families 

read to their kids 3-6 times 

per week.



Partnered with 

local libraries 
to expand 
our reach .



Thousand Oaks City Manager Andrew Powers read to a group of 

more than 40 children at the Thousand Oaks Library.



Hosted readers, including Camarillo Health Care District 

CEO Kara Ralston, all week. 



Mayors and 
City Council Members

had fun
reading together. 



Fillmore Mayor Minjares



Santa Paula Councilmember 
Jenny Crosswhite



Katie Deutschman at Carden Kids at CSUCI

Partnershipshelp us reach more kids!



Ventura PD offered story times 

and safety lessons!



95% of the words 
children use are from their 

parents’ vocabulary.

Risely, T., Hart, B.. The Early Catastrophe: The 30 Million Word Gap by Age 3. University of Kansas. (2003).



Rigo Vargas, Public Health Director and Juan Reynoso 
from the DA’s office offered bilingual reading at Rio Real.



“We at VCPH fully support early childhood literacy efforts that will help 
children thrive in school. After all, early childhood education is a strong 
predictor of educational achievement - which in turn is associated with good 
employment and living opportunities. These in turn are correlated with 
good health.” Rigo Vargas, Ventura County Public Health



Seeing male role models reading 

can be especially impactful

Commissioner Levin at the Ojai Library



Sheriff Dean with a captive audience in Ojai. 



Fire Chief Lorenzen and CEO Powers improving lives through reading!



Quantity & Quality of       

words a baby hears in 

their first 3 years affects 

their academic success
Fitzgerald, B.. Early Childhood Development with Words: Ted Talk with Dr. Brenda Fitzgerald. Atlanta. (2014).



DONATIONS allowed us to provide every child and 

classroom with a book to build their library .



In 3rd grade 
“learning to 

read” becomes

“reading to learn”
Fitzgerald, B.. Early Childhood Development with Words: Ted Talk with Dr. Brenda Fitzgerald. Atlanta. (2014).



If a child is not reading at 

grade level by 3rd grade, they 

are 4x more likely to drop 

out of high school

Fitzgerald, B.. Early Childhood Development with Words: Ted Talk with Dr. Brenda Fitzgerald. Atlanta. (2014).



National Education Association’s Reader’s Oath

I promise to read
Each day and each night.
I know it's the key
To growing up right.

I'll read to myself,
I'll read to a crowd.
It makes no difference
If silent or loud.

Sheriff Dean and Chief Lorenzen

Administering the oath to all of our readers. 
.



National Education Association’s Reader’s Oath
I'll read at my desk,
At home and at school,
On my bean bag or bed,
By the fire or pool.

Each book that I read
Puts smarts in my head,
'Cause brains grow more thoughts
The more they are fed.

So I take this oath
To make reading my way
Of feeding my brain
What it needs every day.



We recruited new 

readers through the 

Chambers of Commerce. 

Maria Dunleavey, Leukemia & Lymphoma 

Society, and Mike Dutra of Candu Graphics



A 1% increase in 

literacy 

would boost productivity 2.5% 
and per capita GDP 

by 1.5%. Statistics Canada





The students and teachers
are truly

THANKFUL
for the awesome experience.






