
Report from Commission Staff

May 24, 2018

I. Administrative Updates

State Controller’s Office (SCO) – Certification of Expanded Audit for FY 2016/17

○ SCO has certified First 5 Ventura County’s FY 2016/17 annual audit conformed 

with reporting standards and there were no findings.

Funded Program Fiscal Reviews

○ Annual fiscal reviews of FY 2016/17 First 5 expenditures are underway for 5 

contractors, representing 7 funded programs.

Public Relations and Community Outreach Consultant

○ F5VC selected and is contracting with Consortium Media to implement a 

strategic public relations and community education campaign related to changing

investment strategy in FY 2019 and beyond.

● Consortium is assisting with developing consistent messaging and 

engaging stakeholders to improve timely and accurate

communication.

Greater Conejo Valley Chamber of Commerce

○ Congratulations to F5VC Program Manager Lauren Arzu for being selected as a 

“40 under 40” leader and award recipient by the Greater Conejo Valley Chamber

of Commerce.

II. Update on Commission Initiatives

Neighborhoods for Learning

○ Oxnard NfL 

■ PACT teachers continue leading PACT activities. As of Q2, Oxnard NfL 

has reached 158% of the service goals for PACT.

■ Family Resource Centers offer general parent education workshops, 

developmental screenings, and coordination with community partner

agencies. As of Q2, NfL has completed 188% of service provisions for

Parent Education.

○ Conejo Valley NfL 

■ NfL has excelled in providing workshops for the community.  CV NfL 

facilitated a variety of 10 session workshop series such as DRDP -



Learning Domains and What to Expect at Parent/Teacher conference,

Nutrition, Raising Confident Competent Children, Parents Raising Kids in

a Safe Environment.

● NfL has completed 194% of Parent Education Workshops for FY 

17/18 as of Q2.

○ Santa Clara Valley NfL 

■ NfL implements Raising a Reader program to foster parent-child bonding 

and early literacy skills by engaging parents in a routine of daily "book

cuddling" with their children. Age-appropriate classes are offered for

infants & toddlers and for children ages 3-5.

● SCV NfL has exceeded their service provisions as of Q2 by 190%. 

■ NfL experienced PACT teacher turnover but is quickly regaining 

momentum in recruiting new families and engaging the community with

PACT.

● NfL has since reached 140% of targeted attendance for PACT 

classes in Q3.

○ Port Hueneme/South Oxnard NfL 

■ Several PACT classes are provided daily at Hathaway and Larsen FRC 

sites. NfL is at 96% of their service provision target despite staff shortage.

■ In collaboration with MICOP and City Impact, parent education and 

support groups discuss the challenges and difficulties of parenting.

● 313% of the service provision target has been met in Q3.  

○ Ojai NfL 

■ NfL provides a variety of parent education opportunities and reaches 

many parents who are not receiving other services. Nfl has reached

180% of targeted service provision.

● NfL established a lending library and based on its success, plans 

to expand the program to two other schools.

○  MICOP 

■ MICOP provides Bebe Sano well-baby classes to Mixtec parents at the

Ocean View, Oxnard, South Oxnard/Pt. Hueneme and Rio NfLs,

presenting information on infant health and safety.

● As of Q2, MICOP has reached 53% of their service provision 

targets.

■ MICOP provides Aprendiendo con Mama y Papa classes to encourage

infant/toddler attachment, bonding, early literacy and social/emotional

skills. MICOP has met 96% of their service provision target at the end of

Q2.



Countywide Strategies

○ Quality Rating and Improvement System (QRIS)   

■ A second round of California Department of Education (CDE) Certification 

Grants are available to First 5 IMPACT Hub regions to build capacity for

implementing the CA-QRIS Rating Matrix.

● Funds can support the certification of trainers, observers, 

assessors, and coaches in several tools, including Ages and

Stages Questionnaire, Classroom Assessment Scoring System

(CLASS), Desired Results Developmental Profile (DRDP), and

Environment Rating Scales (ERS). Funds can also support the

regional coordination of training and convening of Communities of

Practice.

○ As the fiscal lead agency for First 5 IMPACT Hub Region 7 

(Ventura, Santa Barbara, San Luis Obispo), F5VC applied

for the funds. Region 7 is eligible for up to $65,928.

■ First 5 California IMPACT grant funds will go directly to Ventura County 

Office of Education beginning July 2018, instead of through F5VC.

● County’s IMPACT re-application submitted to F5CA described a 

more efficient and streamlined approach to blending existing QRIS

resources.

● F5VC will continue to play an integral role in planning QRIS 

implementation through participation in the local Consortium and

the Executive Leadership Team.

○ In FY 2018-19, the last year of F5VC funding of QRIS 

efforts, $116,000 will be contracted to VCOE to support

technical assistance and quality improvements.

○ Community Investment Loan Fund 

■ ABC Kids Preschool received a $340,000 facilities loan to open a 

preschool program at the Oxnard Boys and Girls Club (see attached

media).

● ABC Kids Preschool also received a $500K grant from the state to 

serve low-income children from the community.

○ ABC Kids has capacity for 75 children, ages 2 to 5. 

● KCLU reporter Lance Orozco provided coverage of the Grand 

Opening: http://kclu.org/post/coalition-works-non-profits-and-

businesses-get-new-slots-ventura-county-preschoolers

■ CILF is a revolving loan program that provides low-cost capital for 

facilities financing, including purchase, renovation, or expansion of

preschool/child care facilities.

● To date, nearly $1.2 million in F5VC loans has been issued, 343 

new licensed spaces for 0-5 year olds have been created,

including 97 spaces for infants and toddlers, and 52 new jobs

have been created.



○ Pay for Success 

■ As part of the PFS Feasibility Study assessment, a geospatial analysis of 

preschool throughout Ventura County has been conducted as well as a

demographic analysis of the children who attended a F5VC funded

preschool space.

● A Data Sharing Agreement between First 5 Ventura County, our 

contracted technical assistance provider for the Pay for Success

Feasibility Study – the University of Utah’s Sorensen Impact

Center, and the Oxnard School District has been developed in

order to provide insight into how preschool impacts social and

academic success for at-risk children.

○ Analysis will be conducted to better understand the costs 

and expected value of investing in high-quality preschool in

part by establishing a baseline of current student

achievement, segmented by certain demographic groups.

Results Based Accountability

○ PACT Standards and Best Practices 

■ F5VC has been working with EVALCORP Research & Consulting, to 

align and refine the Parent and Child Together (PACT) program model

and create an evaluation framework to demonstrate the program’s

outcomes on children and parents.

● Pilot will test standardized best practices for PACT programs with 

the goal to establish PACT as an effective intervention.

○ 7 NfL sites will implement the pilot next year.  

Advocacy

○ First 5 Ventura attended the annual First 5 Advocacy Day in Sacramento and 

celebrated the 20th anniversary of the passage of Prop 10 (see attached media

and materials).

■ Staff met with Senator Jackson, Assemblymember Irwin and 

representatives of Assemblymembers Acosta and Limon and Senator

Stern to advocate for “A Billion for Babies” and strengthened

developmental screenings.

○ First 5 Ventura County submitted a letter of support for AB 2292 - Improving 

Infant and Toddler Care (see attached letter).

■ This bill would increase the adjustment factors for the Standard 

Reimbursement Rate, create the “Classroom Planning and

Implementation Grant Program” to fund start-up costs for new state

preschool classrooms and childcare centers, and dedicate $6 million over

5 years to recruit a new generation of family child care providers in CA.

● F5CA co-sponsored the bill; F5AC, United Way, and Child 

Development Resources are also in support.



○ The bill passed the Committees on Education and Human 

Services, and has been referred to Appropriations.

Early Literacy

○ Take 5 and Read! (see attached media) 

■ On Friday, May 4th more than 60 local celebrities read to over 1,200 

children at local preschools.

● This early literacy campaign continued the next week with eight 

readings during storytimes at libraries in five cities in the County.

■ This year, thanks to nearly $800 in generous donations, each child in 

attendance received a bilingual “Potter the Otter” book to take home.

○ First 5 Express made several stops in Ventura County 

■ Moorpark/Simi Valley, Rio and Ventura NfLs each hosted an event 

featuring story times, singing, and more.

● More than 250 kids went home with a “Talk Read Sing” bag with 

books, maracas, a healthy eating plate, recipes and more!

Community Initiatives

○ F5VC is serving on the Oral Health Advisory Board and supporting Public 

Health’s Community Needs Assessment by distributing the survey, hosting focus

groups, and participating in key informant interviews.

■ Oral Health Community Needs Assessment results will inform the 

county’s Oral Health plan to improve overall oral health in the county with

a strong focus on prevention and education

● Ventura County is eligible for $281,763 per year through 2022.  

○ F5VC is sponsoring several local events and collaborating with partners to build 

local capacity and increase awareness about First 5, including:

■ VCOE Learning Stories Conference 

■ The Intersection of Attachment Theory and Developmental Neurobiology   

■ Nonprofit Leadership Council Luncheon 

○ The Pepperdine Service Learning student team made their final presentation with 

recommendations for a strategic communications plan.

■ Their interviews with NfL families and staff offered insight into how best to 

communicate with local parents, including the “Remind” app and two way

texting.

● The student’s recommendations were presented to NfL Directors 

and are being incorporated into social media.

Center for the Study of Social Policy - Pritzker Children’s Initiative

○ F5VC was selected as one of 29 community partners from across the nation by

the National Association of Counties, National League of Cities, Center for the



Study of Social Policy, National Institute for Children’s Health Quality (NICHQ)

and StriveTogether to participate in the Pritzer Children’s Initiative (PCI), a

project of the J.B. and M.K. Pritzker Family Foundation (see attached press

release).

■ With a focus on the importance of prenatal to age three, PCI supports

local initiatives that unlock public and private investments in early

childhood development, increase the supply and reach of evidence-based

interventions and accelerate innovation and knowledge sharing.

● Community partners were selected based on demonstrating a 

commitment to ensuring children have a strong start in life.

○ F5VC will work with other partner organizations to equip 

communities with tools to strengthen early childhood

systems and share best practices with other cities,

counties and states.

■ To further support the work, F5VC is also applying for a PCI Fellow 

funded in part by the PCI for two years, who would be a dedicated

resource in the community to drive local Prenatal to 3 agendas.

III. County, Regional and National Updates

First 5 Association (F5AC) Network Leadership Program (NLP)

○ F5VC’s Executive Director has been selected as one of 18 leaders to participate 

in 9-months leadership cohort to learn more about systems change, build skills,

forge peer relationships, innovate new solutions, and develop a vision for greater

impact.

■ F5AC is partnering with Open Impact to design and pilot this executive 

“Network Leadership Program" over the next two years.

● NLP is intended to support the Association’s new network 

strategy, which seeks to activate First 5 commissions as key

agents of change at the local and statewide level, focused on

expanding early childhood systems to improve outcomes for

children 0-5 across California.

CA Budget Updates

○ Gov. Jerry Brown released the May Revision of his state budget on Friday, May 

11, which included more than $108 million in new money for early childhood

education, primarily to expand the number of child care slots for low-income

families.

■ See attached analysis from F5AC 

IV. Upcoming Events

● First 5 Administration/Finance Committee, June 1, 2018, 9:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.,

F5VC offices







Reaching future Ventura Breeze readers
venturabreeze.com/2018/05/09/reaching-future-ventura-breeze-readers/

Ventura Police Commander Rick Murray reading to kids at the Take 5 event at police
headquarters. Photo by Michael Gordon

Take 5 and Read to Kids! is an annual effort by First 5 Ventura County to raise awareness about
the importance of early childhood literacy.

On Friday, May 4, more than 55 celebrity readers read to young children throughout Ventura
County to kick off the Take 5 and Read to Kids campaign! This year the Ventura Police
Department hosted the effort at Police/Fire Headquarters. Police Officers and Firefighters took
time to read and share important safety tips with local families.

· Take 5 encourages parents and caregivers to talk, read, and sing with young children ages 1-5 to
support their early language and literacy development.

· Reading aloud, telling stories, and even singing builds pathways in the brain that will later be
used to learn letters, read, and to think critically.

· Being introduced to books in the home and reading to a child before they enter school has been
shown to be the strongest predictor of school success, especially for students at the greatest risk
of falling behind.
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That’s what Take 5 is about – take 5 minutes today for a child’s future.

A tour of the facility was also given.

The impressive lineup of readers in Ventura County to promote the importance of reading early to
young children included Congresswoman Julia Brownley, Assembly member Dante Acosta,
Supervisor Kelly Long, County Executive Officer Mike Powers, Ventura County Fire Chief Mark
Lorenzen, Sheriff Geoff Dean, Ventura County Superintendent of Schools Stan Mantooth, CSUCI
President Erika Beck and many more.

“For young children, early exposure to books – including being read aloud to each day – is critical
for long-term academic success,” said First 5 Ventura County Executive Director Petra Puls. “And
yet, in Ventura County, only 58% of children are read to daily.”
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CONTACT:
Rachel Zaentz

Rachel.Zaentz@FinnPartners.com
Phone: 202-525-9864

Embargoed until Tuesday, April 24 12:00 a.m. EDT

Local Communities to Prioritize a Strong Start for Babies and Toddlers

Leading National Groups Announce Selection of Communities across the Country to Focus on Healthy
Beginnings, Supported Families and Quality Child Care from Birth to Age 3

DATELINE—April 24, 2018—Leading national organizations announced today that they will work with 29
communities across the country to focus on child development from birth to age 3. Research shows
investments in the first three years of life, when a child’s brain develops faster than at any other time period,
are most critical in helping more children become more confident, empathetic, contributing members of their
communities.

The National Association of Counties, National League of Cities, Center for the Study of Social Policy, National
Institute for Children’s Health Quality (NICHQ) and StriveTogether each selected community partners that are
demonstrating a commitment to ensuring children have a strong start in life. The partnership is funded by the
Pritzker Children’s Initiative (PCI), a project of the J.B. and M.K. Pritzker Family Foundation. The Sorenson
Impact Center, housed at the University of Utah’s David Eccles School of Business is working with PCI and the
partner organizations to manage the initiative.

The communities named in today’s announcement include:

National Association of Counties

 Boone County, Missouri

 Champaign County, Illinois

 Dauphin County, Pennsylvania

 Pierce County, Washington

 Ramsey County, Minnesota

 Washington County, Virginia

 Watauga County, North Carolina

 Tarrant County, Texas

Center for the Study of Social Policy
 Boston, Massachusetts
 Denver, Colorado
 Guilford County, North Carolina
 Los Angeles County, California
 Kent County, Michigan
 Multnomah County, Oregon
 Orange County, California
 Onondaga County, New York
 Ventura County, California
 Volusia and Flagler Counties, Florida



National League of Cities

 Austin, Texas

 Baltimore, Maryland

 Chattanooga, Tennessee

 Cleveland, Ohio

 Denver, Colorado

 Minneapolis, Minnesota

National Institute for Children’s Health Quality

(NICHQ) and StriveTogether

 Albuquerque, New Mexico

 Memphis, Tennessee

 Norwalk, Connecticut

 Salt Lake City, Utah

 Spartanburg County, South Carolina

 Tucson, Arizona

“This announcement marks an unprecedented moment in our nation’s commitment to our youngest learners.
For the first time, communities across the country will work together to take action to increase high-quality
services for children from birth to age 3 toward a common goal of kindergarten readiness,” said Janet
Froetscher, president of the J.B. and M.K. Pritzker Family Foundation. “The communities will support a strong
start for babies and toddlers through local solutions: giving children a healthy start at birth, strengthening
support for families with infants and toddlers and expanding high-quality care and learning environments.”

The selected communities will launch the initiative in partnership with national organizations supporting the
effort. Partner organizations will equip communities with tools to strengthen early childhood systems and
share best practices with other cities, counties and states. In turn, communities will share resources that will
drive policies and make the case for public and private investment in core services for infants and toddlers.

The needs of infants and toddlers cannot all be addressed with a one-size-fits-all approach. As part of this joint
initiative, local leaders will pursue a variety of interlocking strategies in the child care, health, early childhood
education and human services domains that promote and work toward the well-being of young children. These
integrated approaches will build on promising existing community-driven efforts and work to address new
challenges as they aim to provide parents with unique tools, information and guidance at a time when many
feel most overwhelmed.

“These communities will be at the forefront of developing public policy and practice that embraces the new
knowledge we have about brain science. We now know that waiting to invest in our children — our nation’s
future — until kindergarten or even pre-K is too late,” said Rachel Schumacher, director of PCI. “By bringing
communities together around shared goals and outcome measures, we can move the needle to set our
nation’s babies and toddlers up for success.”

Research shows that investments in children and their families in the earliest years help communities create
better education, health, social and economic outcomes that increase revenue and reduce the need for costly,
less effective interventions later in life. With an estimated 3 million of the nation’s youngest children at risk of
reaching kindergarten not ready to learn, this Initiative seeks a dramatic investment in improving kindergarten
readiness.

In addition to the economic benefits, high-quality early childhood development programs can reduce chronic
disease and health care costs, and their benefits include better education outcomes and higher incomes as
adults. Early childhood development lays the foundation for school readiness with social-emotional skills that
children need to do well both in and out of school, including attentiveness, persistence, impulse control and
sociability.



Program partners’ comments:

Frank Farrow, president, Center for the Study of Social Policy:
“The Center for the Study of Social Policy is pleased to announce that ten EC-LINC communities will be
participating in the Pritzker Children’s Initiative, a specialized effort to make sure young children are
developmentally on track for school by age three. EC-LINC (Early Childhood Learning and Innovation Network
for Communities) has made significant strides in advancing early childhood systems by promoting peer
learning, innovation, results-based action and equity for all. Thanks to generous support from PCI, participating
communities will tackle the toughest challenges related to maternal and child health, family support and early
care and education. They will develop models for how communities across the country can work to create
brighter futures for the youngest children and their families.”

Matthew Chase, executive director, National Association of Counties
“We are grateful and proud to partner with the Pritzker Children’s Initiative in our efforts to improve
kindergarten readiness. We applaud the pioneering work of the counties and cities named in today’s
announcement. County leaders leave no stone unturned in pursuit of our goal to build healthy, vibrant, safe
communities for our residents – and the best path to success starts early. With the Pritzker Children’s
Initiative, we will strengthen early childhood systems and help to build brighter futures for kids today.”

Scott D. Berns, MD, MPH, FAAP, president and CEO, National Institute for Children’s Health Quality (NICHQ):
“We are excited to partner with these communities and help facilitate solutions to challenges in early
childhood systems in communities across America. Given our experience in spurring and managing
transformational change, we believe this initiative will give the next generation a better chance to grow and
thrive.”

Clifford M. Johnson, executive director, National League of Cities Institute for Youth, Education and Families:
“NLC is excited to provide leaders in these six cities with new tools to help them increase supports and services
for the youngest children in their communities. As the elected leaders closest to their constituents, these city
officials are driven to find solutions to better their communities, and have been at the forefront of developing
local innovations that increase opportunities for families with young children. They know that a child’s earliest
years, from prenatal to age three, are the most critical times for learning and development, and these leaders
are looking to adopt promising policies and practices that support the full development of infants and
toddlers.”

Fraser Nelson, managing director, Sorenson Impact Center:
"We are looking forward to working with and learning from these exceptional and diverse communities across
the country who are committed not only to investing in their tiniest residents to ensure readiness for
kindergarten, but also preparedness for life beyond the classroom."

Jennifer Blatz, president and CEO, StriveTogether:
“A healthy start at birth ensures children have the opportunity to succeed and fulfill their potential. At
StriveTogether, we know using data is the key to uniting communities around shared goals and outcome
measures. Through this partnership with PCI and NICHQ, we are bringing our proven approach of data-driven
tools and cohort learning to improve outcomes faster for infants, toddlers and families across the country.”



About the Partners

Center for the Study of Social Policy
The Center for the Study of Social Policy (CSSP) is a national, nonprofit public policy, research and technical
assistance organization headquartered in Washington, D.C., with offices in New York City and Los Angeles.
CSSP is committed to securing equitable opportunities and optimal outcomes for children and families. CSSP
strives to achieve this by focusing on the families facing the most significant barriers – including families living
in poverty and those whose lives are affected by discrimination based on race, immigration status, sexual
orientation and gender identity.

National Association of Counties
The National Association of Counties (NACo) unites America’s 3,069 county governments. Founded in 1935,
NACo brings county officials together to advocate with a collective voice on national policy, exchange ideas
and build new leadership skills, pursue transformational county solutions, enrich the public’s understanding of
county government and exercise exemplary leadership in public service.

National Institute for Children’s Health Quality (NICHQ)
The National Institute for Children’s Health Quality (NICHQ) is a mission-driven nonprofit dedicated to driving
sustainable improvements in the complex issues facing children’s health. We provide deep expertise in
developing the pathways and partnerships for catalyzing change to achieve better outcomes for children and
families.

National League of Cities
The National League of Cities (NLC) is dedicated to helping city leaders build better communities. Working in
partnership with the 49 state municipal leagues, NLC serves as a resource to and an advocate for the more
than 19,000 cities, villages and towns it represents. The Institute for Youth, Education and Families (YEF
Institute) is a special entity within NLC that helps municipal leaders take action on behalf of the children, youth
and families in their communities.

Sorenson Impact Center
The Sorenson Impact Center, housed at the University of Utah’s David Eccles School of Business, is a think-and-
do tank that marshals capital for social good, empowers data-driven programs, breaks down silos across
sectors, and equips the next generation of leaders with social purpose.

StriveTogether
StriveTogether leads a national movement of 70 communities to get better results in every child’s life. We
coach and connect partners across the country to close gaps, especially for children of color and low-income
children. Communities using our proven approach have seen measurable gains in kindergarten readiness,
academic achievement and postsecondary success. The StriveTogether Cradle to Career Network reaches 10.4
million students, involves 10,800 organizations and has partners in 30 states and Washington, D.C.

About the Pritzker Children’s Initiative
For more than 15 years, the Pritzker Children’s Initiative (PCI) has been committed to a single, attainable goal:
that all of our nation’s at-risk children will have access to high-quality early childhood development resources,
increasing their likelihood of success in school and life. With a focus on the importance of ages birth to three,
PCI supports initiatives that unlock public and private investments in early childhood development, increase
the supply and reach of evidence-based interventions and accelerate innovation and knowledge sharing.



2018-19 State Budget 
May Revision 

Updated: 5/11/18 
 

Governor Brown opened his final May Revision touting his usual message of fiscal prudence, warning of 

future economic downturn. Quoting Sir Isaac Newton, Brown cautioned, “What goes up, must go 

down”.   

Still, the State brought in approximately $8 billion in additional funding since the January 10th budget. Of 

this, he is proposing $2.5 billion in additional one-time spending on programs that address: 

Infrastructure, Mental Health, and Homelessness.   

The Rainy Day Fund is expected to grow to $17 billion, the largest in state history.   

Key elements of the May Revise pertaining to First 5 include:  

Quality Early Learning:  

The May Revise continues to fulfills child care promises around: reimbursement rate increases (both the 

Standard Reimbursement Rate and Regional Market Rate), increased CSPP slots, and annualization of 

the Foster Care Bridge Program and updated family eligibility (as proposed through AB 60, 2017).  

Changes since January include:  

 Increasing CalWORKs Stage 2 and Stage 3 Child Care by $104 million — increased General Fund 

spending to reflect increases in the number of CalWORKs child care cases and cost of care. This 

brings total costs for Stages 2 and 3 to $559.1 million and $398 million, respectively. 

 Funding Inclusive Early Education Expansion Program entirely through Prop 98 funding— As 

proposed in January, this competitive grant program aims to increase the availability of inclusive 

early education and care for kids 0-5. Proposed funding levels remain the same, at $167.2 

million. However, the administration now proposes to fund the program entirely through Prop 

98, instead of $42.2 million from TANF dollars.   

Our Analysis 

We are pleased to see the administration’s continued fulfillment of the child care promises. Additionally, 

we applaud the funding adjustments to Stage 2 and Stage 3 to ensure CalWORKs families can access 

child care, and the newly proposed Inclusive Early Education Expansion Programs.  

We are continuing to study the implications of the Inclusive Early Education Expansion Program being 

solely funded by Prop 98. We want to ensure such funding is also available to non-LEA early learning 

settings.   

We are, however, disappointed to not see infant-toddler care mentioned as a priority.  With an 

approximately only 14% of income-eligible infant-toddlers able to access subsidized care, we urge the 

legislature to push for additional investments and support the ECE Coalition Ask of $1 Billion for Babies.   

 

 

http://intranet.first5association.org/townsquare/managed_files/Document/4096/FINAL%20ECE%20Coalition%20Budget%20Letter%203-12-2018.pdf
coordinator
TextBox
From First 5 Association Intranethttp://intranet.first5association.org/managed_files/Document/4196/MayRevise_05.11.18.pdf



Family Resiliency:  

There were no changes to the CalWORKs Home Visiting Initiative in the May Revise. The proposal 

remains: $158.5 million over three years would offer voluntary home visiting to CalWORKs families with 

first-time parents under age 25 and a child under age 2.  Additional details are available here from our 

March 5th webinar with CA Department of Social Services.   

Our Analysis 

We continue to thank the administration for their support of the CalWORKs Home Visiting Initiative.  

The Association is working with the department and advocates on changes to the Trailer Bill Language. 

We have also joined advocates in pushing for an additional $50 million for the program to ensure more 

CalWORKs families receive voluntary home visiting.   

 

Additionally, a number of changes were prosed to the CalWORKs program. While the Association has 

not taken a stance on any of the below issues, we want to provide an overview as many of these issues 

will be top of mind for your social services counterparts. These changes include:  

 Increasing CalWORKs Stage 2 and Stage 3 Child Care by $104 million — see above.  

 Decreases to CalWORKs funding to reflect declining caseloads — With caseloads at 30-year 

low, the administration proposes a decrease of $37.1 million General Fund and TANF block grant 

funds in 2017-18 and $34.4 million General Fund and TANF in 2018-19. This reflects updated 

caseload and average cost per case projections. 

 Increases to CalWORKs Single Allocation — An increase of $55.8 million TANF in 2018-19 to 

reflect the adoption of a revised budgeting methodology for county administration of the 

CalWORKs eligibility determination process. This model recognizes that counties have difficulty 

adjusting to significant increases and decreases in caseload, and attempts to smooth out the 

changes to county funding.  

 Increase of CalWORKs Housing Support Program — An increase of $24.2 million to help 

CalWORKs families secure permanent housing. With an additional augmentation in 2019-20, the 

total program funding will increase from $47 million to $95 million annually. This program 

provides counties with flexibility to address the needs of each family, including move-in 

assistance, temporary rental subsidies, and intensive case management.  

 Increases to the CalWORKs Homeless Assistance Program — An increase in the daily payment 

rate for temporary assistance for families who are homeless or face imminent eviction. This 

program provides up to 16 days of temporary housing each year by issuing eligible families a 

voucher for either a temporary shelter or hotel/motel. For a family of four, the rate will increase 

from $65 to $85 beginning January 1, 2019. This daily rate was last increased more than ten 

years ago. The May Revision includes $8.1 million in 2018-19, increasing to $15.3 million in 

2019-20. 

 
Lastly, we are supporting SB 982 (Mitchell), legislation that ensure CalWORKs grants do not fall below 
50% of the Federal Poverty Line. The Association submitted a budget letter, requesting funding to  End 
Childhood Deep Poverty for CalWORKs Families in the 2018-19 Budget.    
 

http://intranet.first5association.org/townsquare/managed_files/Document/4194/HVL1.4F.PDF
http://intranet.first5association.org/townsquare/managed_files/Document/4195/CalWORKsGrant_05.08.18.pdf


Comprehensive Health & Development:  

Changes since January:  

 CHIP Cost Saving to the State — The January budget assumed a higher cost sharing requirement 

in state funding for CHIP. However, in the 10-year extension of CHIP (through Congressional 

actions taken in late January and February), the federal government is taking on more of these 

shared costs, saving the state nearly $900 million in 2017-18 and 2018-19 collectively.      

 Proposition 56 Revenues — Nearly $1.3 billion from Prop 56 ($2 tobacco tax, 2016) will be used 
to expand Medi-Cal and Denti-Cal services, including increased provider reimbursement rates. 
However, the administration also flagged that claims for physicians were lower than expected.   
 

Our Analysis:  
We are pleased to see the 10-year extension of CHIP and the state’s commitment to this critical program 
for children and pregnant moms.  
 
On Prop 56 revenues, we intend to learn more about the lower than expected physicians claims. We have 
long known that low reimbursement rates impede access to health care, and yet these funds are going 
unused. We are interested to hear why providers in counties are not accessing these funds and any 
barriers they may be experiencing. Please contact Margot with any feedback or insight you may have.     
 
 
Sustainability & Scale:  

Prop 64: Cannabis Funding  
 
While tax revenues intended for prevention services was not expected to be part of the 2018-19 budget, 
the Association continues to monitor Prop 64 activity closely. Key updates provided in the May Revise 
include:  

 The cannabis excise taxes are forecast to generate $185 million in 2017-18 and $630 million in 
2018-19. The first quarter showed meek revenues of $33.6 million in excise taxes. The 
administration warned that cannabis revenue projections are subject to great uncertainty.  

 Initial revenues generated from the taxes will be used to repay the $120 million General Fund 
loan that used to build the state oversight infrastructure to regulate adult-use cannabis.   

 
 
Other Resources:  

 Department of Finance Budget Overview 

 Association’s Press Release 

 Association’s January Budget Overview   

http://www.ebudget.ca.gov/FullBudgetSummary.pdf
http://first5association.org/first-5-association-statement-on-governors-may-budget-revision/
http://intranet.first5association.org/news_items/view/3949







