Report from Commission Staff
January 18, 2018
I. Administrative Updates


Staffing Update
o Recruitment for a Fiscal Administrator is underway
 This FT position is responsible for all aspects of fiscal operations and general
accounting for First 5 Ventura County (e.g. payroll, accounts payable and
receivable, various financial reporting, fiscal compliance, etc.)
 Alicia Wagner continues to support the fiscal department on a limited basis
(temporary, part-time) during the transition.

II. Update on Commission Initiatives


Countywide Strategies
o Community Investment Loan Fund
 New preschool facility loan is being processed
 ABC Kids Preschool, the first CILF recipient, is converting existing, unused
space at the Boys and Girls Club of Greater Oxnard into a preschool facility.
o $340,000 in First 5 loan funds will create 75 new spaces for children
ages 2 – 5.
 This is the third loan for ABC Kids Preschool, who previously received loan
funds to expand from a family child care home to a center-based program in
Fillmore, serving 120 infants, toddlers, and preschool aged children.
 Launched in 2008 in partnership with EDC-VC, CILF provides low-cost capital for
preschool and child care facilities development, including planning, construction and
amortized loans.
 Five (5) loans have been issued previously, totaling $857,000 and
leveraging an additional $375,000 in other investments.
 268 new early education spaces, including 97 infant/toddler spaces have
been created, as well as 45 new jobs.



Results Based Accountability
o PACT Evaluation
 F5VC has selected EVALCORP Research & Consulting, to align and refine the
Parent and Child Together (PACT) program models at Neighborhoods for Learning
(NfLs) countywide and create an evaluation framework to demonstrate the
program’s outcomes on children and parents.
 In partnership with funded partners, EVALCORP will develop standardized
best practices for existing PACT programs with the goal to establish PACT
as an effective intervention.
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Advocacy
o AB 11 Support Letter (see attached)
 Utilizing guidelines in the approved advocacy policy, the Executive Director signed
a letter of support for AB 11 – Early Periodic Screening, Diagnosis, and Treatment
Program: screening services, As Proposed To Be Amended.
 AB 11 is co-sponsored by the First 5 Association.



Early Literacy
o The 8th Annual Multicultural Bookfest, hosted by Pleasant Valley NfL and sponsored by
F5VC, was held on Saturday, November 4th.
 Children were read to in English, Spanish, and Chinese.
 The approximately 300 children in attendance received a free book.
o

For the first time, F5VC and SEEAG partnered to offer a free children’s story time during
the Farm Day Breakfast on Saturday, November 4th.
 Commissioner Long was featured as a celebrity reader.
 Children in attendance received Potter the Otter kits including activity sheets and
crayons, assembled by United Way volunteers.

o

Hill Road Library Grand Opening
 Congratulations on the Grand Opening of the new County of Ventura Hill Road
Library!
 F5VC provided free books, book bags, and Talk Read Sing flyers to the first
100 children in attendance in an effort to promote the importance of early
literacy.

o

Barnes and Noble Book Drive
 Barnes and Noble locations in Ventura and Westlake donated hundreds of books to
F5VC for distribution in the community.
 These books are distributed during Take 5 and Read, and to NfLs
throughout the year.



Communications and Outreach
o Pepperdine University Service Learning Project
 The “Ohana Consulting” team of students from Pepperdine developed
recommendations for increased social media presence to help tell the F5VC story
as their final project.
 Deliverables included an infographic and video that can be used on our
social media and website.



Community Initiatives
o Thomas Fire Response Network
 Staff has been participating in meetings with nonprofit leaders working to coordinate
recovery efforts for the Thomas Fire and mud slides.
 Care, Cope, Connect resources have been made available, and several
organizations are distributing these Sesame Street themed workbooks to
help parents ease the anxiety and stress their children may be facing as a
result of the fire.
 The Network’s fundraising taskforce is gathering data and will present a
needs statement and case for support to the F5VC-convened Funders
Forum in February.
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o

Chamber of Commerce Involvement
 F5VC has increased our engagement with local Chambers of Commerce in an
effort to strengthen relationships with the local business community and increase
awareness about F5VC.
 Staff recently attended Chamber events including a ribbon cutting for a new
dental practice at the Conejo Free Clinic, an Economic Development
Forecast, presentations by the Conejo Valley Unified School District and
Pleasant Valley School District, the State of the City Luncheon in Thousand
Oaks, and Open House in Camarillo.

III. County, Regional and National Updates


First 5 Association (F5AC)
o Staff attended the annual First 5 Association Summit to develop a “Network Strategy” that
would allow First 5’s statewide to have greater unity, influence, and impact with a goal of
improving outcomes for kids.
 F5AC is encouraging Commissions to share a common language to increase public
awareness about the importance of First 5.
o In partnership with counties, F5AC is developing a framework for shared learning and
communicating effectively, particularly around the 20th anniversary celebrations in 2018.
 A more in depth presentation about the strategy and framework will be provided at
an upcoming Commission meeting



Governor’s Proposed 2018-19 State Budget
o Despite his words of caution on spending, the Governor’s proposed budget:
 Fully funds the Local Control Funding Formula (totaling $78.3 B -- a state high for
K-14 education), and the Rainy Day Fund (using an additional $3.5 B set aside for
reserves).
 Increases child care provider reimbursement rates and adds nearly 3,000 full-day
state preschool slots,
 Adds new funding for home visiting and child care programs for children newborn to
5 years old.
o See enclosed article from EdSource.org and the First 5 Association fact sheet



Updated California Poverty Measure (CPM).
o The Stanford Center on Poverty and Inequality and the Public Policy Institute of California
(PPIC) developed the California Poverty Measure (CPM) to be used to examine how levels
of poverty vary within California.
o A recently released update of the CPM data shows that economic hardship is considerably
higher in many parts of the state under this more relevant measure of poverty, as
compared to the official U.S. Census Bureau measure
 Poverty rate in Ventura County increased from 10.2% to 18.6% using the CPM
 Child poverty rate jumped to 23.4% under CPM
o See attached California Budget & Policy Center Article, January 5, 2018



“Pregnancy and Pot”
o Recent article published in The Hill expressed concerns of an increase in marijuana use by
pregnant women (see attached)
 Concerns expressed include that providers aren’t familiar with risks of marijuana
during pregnancy, legalization may exacerbate existing health disparities, and that
we need a clear public health message to address prenatal marijuana use.
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IV.

Upcoming Events



First 5 Committees
o Administration/Finance Committee, February 2, 2018, 9:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m., F5VC
offices



2018 Child, Health, Education, and Care Summit, April 10-12, 2018, Hilton Los Angeles/Glendale

Anecdote
Triple P Anecdote
Clinician has been providing Individual Triple P services to the single mother of a 3 year old Hispanic
female, as well as an older daughter with developmental delays, in need of specialized support. The
Mother struggled with the 3 year old’s tantrums and negative attention seeking behaviors, as well as her
own difficulty with implementing consistent limit setting. The clinician suggested that the mother
collaborate with her daughter’s babysitter and have her watch the children, so that she could better focus
on the Triple P parenting classes. The babysitter was open to the idea and this allowed the mother
opportunity to process her feelings and concerns as it related to both her daughters’ level of
independence. Through the therapeutic process, the mother gathered insight regarding her own role in
her children’s development. The mother is now able to promote her daughter’s increased independence,
while continuing to guide her through the use of effective parenting strategies.
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ASSEMBLYMEMBER KEVIN MCCARTY
7TH ASSEMBLY DISTRICT
STATE CAPITOL, ROOM 2136  SACRAMENTO, CA 95814
915 L STREET, SUITE 110  SACRAMENTO, CA 95814
WWW.ASSEMBLY.CA.GOV/MCCARTY  @ASMKEVINMCCARTY

AB 11 (McCarty) Early Childhood Interventions: Developmental Screenings
FACT SHEET
Staff Contact: Bryan C. Singh, (916) 319-2007
SUMMARY
________
This bill seeks to improve developmental screenings for
children aged 0 to 3 under the Early and Periodic
Screening, Diagnosis, and Treatments (EPSDT) benefit
in Medi-Cal.
ISSUE______________________________________
Approximately 85% of brain development occurs in the
first three years of life, where a child is building the
architecture essential for his or her lifelong learning,
behavior, and health. Yet many of the 500,000
California babies born each year and their families face
challenges from the start. As many as 1 in 7 children
will experience abuse or neglect before they enter
Kindergarten. Further, 47% of California children live
in or near poverty or other circumstances that
compromise long-term health, learning, and well-being.
Toxic stress – resulting from unmet basic needs, adverse
experiences, and complex individual child and family
circumstances – can weaken this architecture and affect
a child’s development, but early identification and
intervention can improve a child’s long-term outcomes,
and minimize the need for costly health care, special
education, juvenile justice, and child welfare services in
the future. Roughly 25% of young children are at risk
for developmental delays; and yet seventy-percent of
children with delays will go through Kindergarten
undetected, thereby increasing special education costs.
California can do better to ensure the healthy
development of our children so they are off to a strong
academic start.
The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP), recently
released updated Bright Futures Guidelines with
recommendations for preventive pediatric healthcare to
ensure developmental, psychosocial, and healthy wellbeing of children. These guidelines are the standard
practice for pediatric preventive care, and are an
important component of the Medicaid EPSDT benefit,
designed to assure children receive screenings, early
detection, and care, so health problems are averted or
diagnosed early.

One key recommendation in the Bright Futures
Guidelines is for routine developmental screenings using
a validated tool to assist in better early identification of
developmental delays or disorders, such as autism, in
children ages 0-3. Identifying young children with or at
risk for developmental and behavioral delays is an
essential first step toward ensuring that every child has
the opportunity to reach their optimal physical, mental,
and socioemotional health and well-being.
However, in 2016, California ranked 43rd in the nation
for developmental screening of all infants and toddlers.
In fact, only about 36% of infants and toddlers in MediCal are receiving their developmental screenings, despite
existing EPSDT requirements.
Early identification matters and incorporating
developmental screenings in preventive well-child
check-ups as laid out in the Bright Futures Guidelines
will lead to better identification of developmental
problems that can be addressed through early
intervention services and ultimately improve child health
and student outcomes. It is critical to the well-being of
children and their families, that health care professionals
utilize routine developmental screenings for early
identification of developmental concerns in babies and
young children.
AB 11 further implements the Bright Futures Guidelines
by ensuring that developmental screenings, with a
validated tool, are routinely occurring for infants and
toddlers during Medi-Cal health care visits.
SOLUTION_________________________________
AB 11 seeks to ensure increased early identification of
developmental delays or disorders among young
children by promoting pediatrician-recommended
developmental screenings consistent with federal
Medicaid EPSDT law.
SUPPORT__________________________________
Children Now (co-sponsor)
First 5 Associations of CA (co-sponsor)

(As amended January 4, 2018)

Governor’s Budget for 2018-19
January 10, 2018
Total Budget
• The 2018-19 General Fund budget is projected to be $131.7 billion.
• Total state expenditures are projected to be $190.3 billion. (includes Prop. 98 and special
funds).
Proposition 98:
• Proposes K–14 Proposition 98 funding of $78.3 billion in 2018–19, an increased investment of
$4.6 billion compared to 2017-18.
• Proposes almost $1.8 billion in discretionary one-time Proposition 98 funding for school
districts, charter schools, and county offices of education, along with more than $70 million in
ongoing Proposition 98 funding to expand the state system of technical support for local
educational agencies.
Cost-of-Living Adjustment (COLA):
• Funds COLA at 2.51 percent for specified categorical programs funded outside of LCFF,
including:
o $133.5 million for Special Education, Child Nutrition, Foster Youth, American Indian
Education Centers, and the American Indian Early Childhood Education Program.
Teacher Workforce:
• The budget proposes $100 million investment to increase and retain special education
teachers:
o Teacher Residency Grant Program - $50 million one-time Proposition 98 to support
locally sponsored, one-year intensive, mentored, clinical teacher preparation programs
aimed at preparing and retaining special education teachers.
o Local Solutions Grant Program - $50 million one-time Proposition 98 to provide onetime competitive grants to LEAs to develop and implement new or expand existing,
locally identified solutions that address a local need for special education teachers.
Early Education and Child Care:
In the area of Child Care and Preschool, the Governor offers a proposal to increase Child Care and
Preschool Programs by $399 Million, bringing the State’s total contribution to Early Childhood
Education to nearly $4.4 billion for child care and preschool programs, including Transitional
Kindergarten. This is an increase of 9 percent from 2017-18. Of these funds, $2.168 Billion is focused
on preschool programs and TK.
The proposed budget also:
• Increases the Standard Reimbursement Rate by approximately 2.8 percent. The Budget
includes $31.6 million Proposition 98 General Fund and $16.1 million non-Proposition 98
General Fund to fund this increase.
•

Annualizes Funding for Regional Market Rate (RMR) Increases, which were implemented
January 1, 2018 at a cost of $21 million. This benches provider rates at the 75th percentile of
the 2016 survey.
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•

Permanently Extends Hold Harmless for RMR. The budget includes $17 million to
permanently extend the RMR hold harmless provision so that no provider receives less than it
did in 2015-16. Under current law, this provision was set to expire in December 31, 2018.

•

Provides One-time Funding for Early Education Expansion Grant. The budget includes
$167 million in one-time funding ($125 million Proposition 98 General Fund and $42 million
TANF) for a competitive grant to increase the availability of inclusive early education care to
children ages 0 to 5. The grant will be open to both LEA and non-LEA providers, and can be
used for a variety of activities, including facility renovations, training and equipment.

•

Annualizes Funding and Adds New Slots for Full-Day State Preschool administered by
LEAs. The budget includes $19 million to annualize the 2,959 full-day State Preschool slots for
local educational agencies set to be initiated April 1, 2018 and an additional $8 million to add
an additional 2,959 full-day State Preschool slots at local education agencies starting April 1,
2019.

•

Annualizes Funding for Emergency Child Care Bridge Program. The budget includes an
additional $20 million to annualize the emergency child care bridge program initiated January
1, 2018, for total program funding of $40 million statewide.
Includes a One-time Increase for Quality Services. The budget includes $9 million in onetime federal carryover funds for quality improvement activities.
Applies COLA and Statutory Growth Adjustment for Non-CalWORKs Child Care
Programs. The budget includes a 2.51 percent COLA for non-CalWORKs child care and State
Preschool programs. Unfortunately, there is also a decrease proposed in non-CalWORKs child
care and preschool slots to reflect a 0.48 percent negative growth factor based on decreased
child population.
A Decrease of Federal Child Care and Development and TANF Funds—A decrease from
$120.1 million in 2017-18 to $70.6 million in 2018-19. Total TANF and federal Child Care and
Development Fund is $707 million.
Creation of a Fully Online Community College that Offers, among other subjects, Child
Development Credentialing--An increase of $120 million to establish a fully online community
college that provides scheduling flexibility and more accessible learning options for the child
development workforce.

•
•

•
•

Home Visiting:
• Home Visiting Initiative—The Budget includes $26.7 million for a voluntary Home Visiting pilot
program, which will continue through 2021 for young, first-time parents in the CalWORKs
program.
o The pilot will leverage existing, evidence-based program models currently being
implemented across the state.
o The Department will work with counties to establish the outcome measures of the pilot
so the initiative can be evaluated for effectiveness.
o A total of $158.5 million in one-time TANF funds is being reserved for the pilot's total
costs through calendar year 2021.
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